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APRIL FOOL! 
NO! IT’S A 

CRAWL! 
 

A date for the diary - 1st April 

2023, the first crawl of the 

season!Bob Croft has lined up a 

tour of St Andrew’s, 

Wiveliscombe, which Pevsner 

describes as a ‘notably ambitious 

rebuilding’! Come and see for 

yourself what Richard Carver 

achieved out of red sandstone. 
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Wiveliscombe church crawl 1st April 2023 

Church crawl meeting to be held at Wiveliscombe.   

Meet at St Luke’s church Langley Marsh at 1.30pm  

 https://

wiveychurches.org.uk/

locations/st-lukes/ 

NB Parking at Langley is very 

restricted, and you will need 

to park in the road and walk 

back to the church. 

We will then return to 

Wiveliscombe to visit the 

Congregational Church in Silver Street.    

at 2.45pm and then on to St Andrew’s Parish church for 3.30pm 

and tea and refreshments. 

Lift share possible - meet in Croft Way Car Park 

Wiveliscombe(TA4 2JP) at 1.15pm to share lift to the church. 

 https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/parking/car-parks-

in-wiveliscombe/croft-way-car-park/ 

There is another car park at North Street Taunton TA4 2LJ  

 https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/parking/car-parks-

in-wiveliscombe/north-street-wiveliscombe-car-park/  

 Car parking in Wiveliscombe use North Street or Croft Way. 

BOOKING  (limited places)   info@swheritage.org.uk 

More details on the website. (As usual, donations requested!)      
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Personnel News! 

A regular part of many voluntary organisations is harnessing the 

talents of individuals who wish to make a contribution for a period 

to fit in with their lives and interests. This means that people can 

come onboard to help but, equally, should not feel weighed down 

by any expectation that “there is no escape”! In our case, we are 

always looking for Trustees (give Axel a call / email) to keep the 

governing body fresh. 

So, in this month’s “hatched, matched and dispatched” section, we 

have what must be a first for Somerset Churches Trust: a Trustee 

on maternity leave! We are delighted to tell members that Emma 

Brown has been safely delivered of a daughter and we wish 

Emma, Avaise and baby Inaya well. 

Two Trustees have left us recently: Marion Jeffrey and Jim 

Allwood. Both of them have made terrific contributions to the 

Trust. Marion, alongside Chris Hawkings, developing our great 

website (please bookmark) and plans for future engagement with 

members - St Petrock’s Timberscombe is lucky now to have her full 

attention. Jim Allwood as Membership Secretary has also more 

recently combined with being Trust Secretary - somehow, entirely 

without Trustee authorisation, he has been allowed to emigrate to 

Devon! We are very grateful to both Marion and Jim for all they 

have done for us over the years. 

Since the Trust’s inception, we have tried to keep administration 

“lean and mean” (it’s a figure of speech, not a reference to the 

                        ……………… KEEPING    SOMERSET’S  CHURCHES  AND CHAPELS ALIVE                             3



FEBRUARY 2023 SOMERSET CHURCHES TRUST

Chairman’s physique!). However, Trustees recognise that the time 

has come to establish a permanent platform for membership 

management and trustee support. To this end, our excellent 

Treasurer, Tony Davies, introduced us to Claire Perry who 

provides help to other charities with which he is involved. The 

Trust objective is also to aid the linkage with the website. 

This is Claire: 

She says: ‘From my office in Ivybridge, 

Devon, I set up Claire Perry Virtual 

Assistant in October 2017. I realised that 

there was a need to support business 

owners with administrative work; to allow 

them the space to maximise their income, 

set systems in place that will cut time,

and for them to focus on the tasks that they enjoy and are best at! 

Her website is: www.claireperryva.co.uk 
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For information: BENEFACT TRUST (They are 
the rebranded Allchurches Trust, parent of 
Ecclesiastical. They make grants to churches! 

Our new Building Improvement Grants 
Programme 

Protecting and enhancing Christian buildings 
As part of our new-look grants framework, we’ve just launched our Building Improvement Grants 
Programme to protect and enhance Christian buildings, ensuring their continued use for generations to 
come and safeguarding their rich heritage. 

The new programme is open to applications from churches, cathedrals, denominational bodies, and 
Christian charities. It will support capital costs such as essential repairs and improvements, conservation 
and restoration, and energy efficiency measures – just to name a few! 

We recognise that protecting these buildings and spaces is vital when it comes to supporting worship and 
the needs of the wider community. 

A fresh approach to grant funding 

This is all part of our new approach to grant funding, which aims to simplify our grants structure, reflect 
beneficiary needs, and equip and empower Christian organisations to have a positive and transformative 
impact on lives, communities, and places. 

See their website 

https://benefacttrust.co.uk/how-to-apply/ 

Find out more and see our new grants framework

https://click.benefactgroup.com/click/ggnn-2zgv0-b6m3k-f1eb65/
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*** STOP PRESS *** 

 

Ride +Stride for Churches 

A presentation at St Barnabas church, Queen Camel, on Sunday, 26th February 

has put to bed any suggestion that age is a valid excuse for the non- 

participation in ‘Ride + Stride for Churches’. 

Ted Marsh of St Mary Magdalene church, Sparkford, and now in his 90's, has 

been a loyal and supportive member of Somerset Churches Trust for many years 

and an active participant in ‘R + S’. During the Covid pandemic of 2020, Ted, 

then aged 90 and inspired by Captain Sir Tom Moore, walked 100 laps of his 

home village and in 2021 aged 92, he circumnavigated the Cam Vale benefice 

including North and South Barrow, an area very close to Ted's heart, riding his 

motorised scooter.  

The award of the ‘Newsom Trophy’, a Sterling Silver Bonbon dish and a prize of 

£250 was presented by William Newsom, a previous Trustee and generous 

supporter of the Trust, was due to Ted having donated the most individual 

sponsorship of 2022, and resulted in very warm applause from the congregation 

of the benefice.
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