
SEPTEMBER 2022 SOMERSET CHURCHES TRUST

 

RIDE, STRIDE, 
HOP*? TIME TO 

CRAWL? 

Join us for Sedgemoor Church Crawl 

1 October 2pm 

After the issues of Covid and recovery, we are planning to get back out with a 
programme of church visits - to remind us of what we have been missing, the first 
crawl is on Saturday 1st October.                     *So many Trustees have knee                                
       problems! 
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NEWSLETTER



SEPTEMBER 2022 SOMERSET CHURCHES TRUST

Trust Treasurer, Tony Davies (complete with new knee!)  has put together our visit 
to Sedgemoor. 

We start in the shadow of the big lump beside M5 J22 - Brent Knoll. 

St Mary, Church Road, East Brent TA9 4HZ 

A Grade I listed church dating from the 15th century.  Amongst its fine features are 
the mediaeval glass in the north windows, the Gothic revival decorated plaster 
ceiling in the nave, and the 15th century carved bench ends.  The SCT grant helped 
with roof repairs and lead replacement. 

Upon checking Pevsner, we are alerted to this church having one of the few spires 
in Somerset (rising to140 ft) Furthermore, ‘the Niche STATUES survive more 
completely than anywhere else in the County: the Virgin and Child, God the Father 
holding the crucified Christ, and Christ crowning the Virgin, more charming than 
skilled’! 
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St Michael, Church Lane, Brent Knoll TA9 4DG 

Meanwhile, round the corner, another Grade I listed church, with a Norman 
arched doorway and other Norman features; a fine wooden ceiling to the north 
aisle; the Jacobean pulpit; 14th century carved bench ends; and a memorial to 
John Somerset on the south wall.  The SCT grant was again to assist with lead 
repair. 

Pevsner gives a little more flavour: ‘Brent Knoll soars suddenly out of the plain to a 
height of nearly 450ft. Tradition has it that the Devil threw a shovelful of earth 
down at this spot while he was digging Cheddar Gorge’. 

Holy Trinity, Church Street, Blackford BS28 4NR 

Then onto Blackford, which lies in the shadow of the Isle of Wedmore! 

Pevsner does not have much to say either about Holy Trinity or the village of 
Blackford. Maybe he had an off day, because Holy Trinity is fascinating. 
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A quite different church, built 200 years ago as a chapel of ease to Wedmore 
church.  This is a Grade II listed, octagonal, Georgian Gothic Revival church.  
Both the exterior and interior have benefitted from major restoration this 
century.  The centre of the roof has an arcaded cupola with a single bell.  The 
SCT grant helped to improve disabled access to the church.  Tea here – 
donations please. 

To book this Crawl please contact Tony Davies 01225 336124. 
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