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SOMERSET CHURCHES TRUST
DIARY DATES
19 MARCH 2022 FROM
MEDIEVAL QUARRY
TO VIRTUAL REALITY THE MEDIEVAL
PAINTED
SCULPTURES OF ST
CUTHBERT’S, WELLS.

NEWSLETTER
Real dedication - an example to us all!
St John’s, Bridgwater
There is more to Somerset than Exmoor, The Levels and Mendip. Somerset has
towns too!
One such is Bridgwater where, keen readers will recall, the Trust Chairman on a
reconnoissance visit was mistaken for someone up to no good! That was definitely
a first! And while there are certainly ‘challenges’ around town centres, at the time
of Axel’s visit, water, far from being under a bridge, was cascading from the roof’
down the tower. The ceiling at first floor level had given way and the tower base
was filled with vessels to catch rainwater - and the most active and physically fit
person to manage baling and mopping was the Vicar, Rev’d Lis Sparrow. A true
heroine.
Lis Sparrow arrived at St John’s
some six years ago, the
congregation had been dwindling
and the condition of the church
itself was deteriorating. Both
lighting and heating were improved
through local resources but last year
it became apparent that a major
failure of the tower roof could no
longer be ignored by the judicious
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distribution of buckets beneath. Lis embarked upon the herculean task of raising
in excess of £100k and applied to the Trust for a Grant, which is when this project
came to our attention. In giving our largest grant of that year, it is particularly
gratifying to see that the work has recently been completed. Trustee Marion
Jeffery and Grants Secretary and Trustee Anthony Sutcliffe visited (and being
people of unblemished character) were not mistaken for people of doubtful
morals!). They were pleased to note that not only is the church now light, warm
and dry but is also witnessing a significant increase in its congregation and in the
outreach work being undertaken in the local community. Says Anthony, ‘the Trust
is delighted to have made a contribution to support this project and the work of
this church in the local community. It is particularly gratifying to see the donations
of our members being put to such good use and making a real difference.’

“St John the Baptist is one of the first, if not the
first, Church inspired by the Oxford Movement. In
the Spring of 1840 the Rev John Moore Capes, MA
of Balliol College, Oxford, began to search for a
place where a new church was needed. At that time
Eastover, (Bridgwater east of the River Parrett) was
growing fast and was the home not only of the docks
and ship building yards but also of brickworks
where among other things the famous “Bath Bricks”,
which whitened doorsteps across the nation, were
produced.

There were already over 3000 working people living in the area and despite its
size, the Parish Church of St Mary’s could not accommodate them all. The Rev JM
Capes offered to build the church at his own expense, provided a small endowment
could be raised by the locals for the support of a minister.” [Parish History https://sites.google.com/site/stjohnthebaptistbridgwater/history-of-st-johns ]
A major part of the satisfaction derived from being so closely involved with the
work of the Trust is the opportunity to visit so many wonderful churches, not just
at the time grant applications are being made but also on completion of the
relevant works for which a grant may have been awarded. It is gratifying to witness
the positive results of the efforts applied by everybody involved in bringing a
project through to a successful conclusion, whether they be the architect, the
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contractor and of course most importantly the incumbent
and their team and their congregation.
Repair work continues to represent the main recipient of our
grants and whilst leaking roofs or tower repairs may not be
readily visible to the casual observer, their importance to the
maintenance of the fabric and the continuing use of the building
as a vibrant and uplifting place of worship cannot be ignored. We
would particularly like to highlight from recent awards the
successful outcome of these essential works.

In the next edition, we hope to cover more
stories.

****
Church Crawl News
Now that Covid restrictions are easing, we are working on our programme of
Church Crawls.
To begin, Trustees met at St Cuthbert’s, Wells to hear their plans for a day to study
their major collection of painted sculptures - details on the next pages.
Another route to understanding our ecclesiastical heritage is some online
resources, such as HistoryHit - I spotted a video on The English Parish Church
https://access.historyhit.com/middle-ages/videos/the-english-parish-church-anintroduction.
In that video, I caught sight of a book of John Betjeman poems. What a joy to read
of the Church Mouse! No ‘Wee, sleekit, cow'rin, tim'rous beastie’ he, this mouse
lives ‘Here among long-discarded cassocks,
Damp stools and-half slit open hassocks
Here where the Vicar never looks
I nibble through old service books’
A joy, as is the poem on Bristol and Clifton!
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The medieval painted sculptures

From medieval quarry
to virtual reality
A day of talks,
demonstrations, colour and
music to celebrate these
unique survivors
Saturday 19th March 2022
10.00 am 4.00 pm
TICKETS: £15
(including morning coffee with cake and a soup lunch)
https://tinyurl.com/stcuthbertreredosday
More details from the Parish Office
office@stcuthbertswells.co.uk
01749 676906
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PROGRAMME
10.00

Arrival, coffee and cake

10.30

Welcome and introduction

10.45

Jerry Sampson The Making of the Jesse
Reredos: why and how?

11.45

Professor Dick Irving Bath Stone: its
qualities and use

12.30

Lunch: medieval pottage and bread

1.15 2.30 Demonstrations and talks about stonecarving and painting techniques with
James Preston from Sally Strachey Historic
Conservation; and Emma Norris and Lynne
Humphries from Humphries and Jones
Architectural Conservation
2.30

Jerry Sampson the Breaking of the
Reredoses

3.30

Swan Singers music from the 15th to the
21st century with connections to the
reredoses, ending with a light and colour
ärt.
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How do we study our churches and chapels?
Update.
More suggestions on potential sources, with many thanks to those who have pointed me in the
right direction!
The Secret Language of Churches and Cathedrals - decoding the sacred symbolism of
Christianity’s Holy Buildings Richard Stemp, (Watkins Media 2016),
How to study an old church, A Needham, (Batsford 1944)
England’s Thousand Best Churches, Simon Jenkins (Penguin 2000)
Britain’s Holiest Places, Nick Mayhew Smith (Lifestyle Books 2011)
English Parish Churches and Chapels, Matthew Byrne (Bloomsbury 2017).
Rice’s Church Primer, Matthew Rice (Bloomsbury 2013)
John Betjeman, Church Poems (Pan 1982)

On the basis that there is ‘no monopoly on wisdom’, I wonder what books (and podcasts etc)
which members find useful, which might helpfully be highlighted to the benefit of those who have
gaps on their shelves which need filling!

Please send an email to sct@combefarm.co.uk and I will collate and publish a list in the next
months.

Axel Palmer

……………… KEEPING

SOMERSET’S CHURCHES AND CHAPELS ALIVE

6

