ANNUAL MEETING NOVEMBER 2021

GRANTS
WEBSITE

SOMERSET CHURCHES TRUST

2022 DIARY DATES
MARCH REREDOS
MAY CRAWL
JUNE CRAWL
JULY CRAWL
SEPTEMBER R+S
OCTOBER CRAWL
NOVEMBER
ANNUAL TALK

Annual Meeting
25 November 2021

MEETING NOTES

Welcome to our first live Members Meeting
for two years … let’s unmask what we have
been doing!
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… the Website Story!
In 2020, Trustees agreed to commission a new website to be er
re ect a contemporary approach in terms of content and design, and
to improve communica on with our members and with those who
browse on the internet and might be a racted to membership and
support. The previous website had served the SCT well for 7 years
but was limited in scope and top heavy on wri en content.
Three web design companies were iden ed and interviewed, with
the unanimous decision to appoint www.jiliallen.com who have
already worked successfully with other County Churches Trusts.
Appointed in February 2021, a working party of Trustees liaised
closely with the design company and a new-look dynamic and
responsive secure website was built with a so launch in July 2021.
The new website allows for the excellent work of the SCT with
regard to showcasing how grants might be applied for and the
bene ts of a successful applica on as demonstrated in Case Studies,
both of which are so important to help secure the future of our
historic county churches and chapels. There will be a greater
emphasis on the repor ng of projects where the SCT has helped,
with text and images. This will make clear the bene ts of
membership and support of SCT.
A feature enabled on the website is the innova ve searchable Church
Directory tab which o ers enhanced membership value. This is
currently in development and will show every member place of
worship in a series of images along with a direct link to the
appropriate website, and a google map locator for ease of planning
a visit and other useful informa on such as whether and in what
year this place has been the recipient of a SCT grant.
As we move inexorably towards a paperless society for reasons of
good environmental concerns and for be er stewardship of our
nances, the ability of our new site to facilitate applica on and
payment for membership, enable online booking, payment of
events, and make one-o dona ons, is a major step forward. We
aim to conduct all such transac ons in this way when all our
members and supporters are internet users and comfortable with
this approach.
The Trust is working hard to bring news of interest to our members
and feature them on our Home Page and on the relevant News and
Events pages. We ask all members to help us promote our churches
and chapels and send news into the Trust so that we can share good
news stories. Photos and images are o en worth 1000 words, so
please help us to show how relevant our work is and keep us in touch as much as we try to keep in touch
with you on
h ps://somersetchurchestrust.org/contact/

Marion Je ery
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Our website can demonstrate church crawls, tours, Ride+Stride events in video clips, and can bene t
places of worship by displaying their short promo onal videos. This aspect is untapped currently but has
real poten al to assist churches and chapels in their marke ng.
We hope that you have already browsed the new site and we welcome your comments – cri cal and
complimentary!

GRANT AWARDS 2020 - 2021
During the period 2020 to 2021, a total of £35,750 was awarded to 20 churches and places of worship.
Whilst the total value of grants awarded is only a modest increase on the total awarded in the previous
twelve months (£18,000), it is pleasing to note that in this period we have awarded 13 grants against 9 the
previous year. This reflects the Trust’s continuing policy of trying to help as many churches as possible
with eligible applications, balanced against the funds we have available. The continuing pandemic has
again severely restricted our fund raising activities and we are enormously grateful to our members for
their continued support. We must also congratulate the recipients of our grants who have faced enormous
challenges in not only getting the necessary works done under the circumstances but also coping with the
relentless increase in building costs through the period.
Place Name

Dedication

Type of
Work
R

Compton
Pauncefoot
Chewton Keynsham

St Mary
Mission Chapel

£1,500 21/01/2020

R

Widcombe Hill

St Andrew’s

£3,000 11/06/2020

R

Nunney

AllSaints

£500 13/10/2020

R

Halse

St James

£2,000 13/10/2020

CF

Bridgwater

St John’s

£5,000 13/10/2020

R

Bath

£2,000 13/10/2020

R

High Ham

St Philip & St
James
St Andrew

£1,500 09/02/2021

R

East Harptree

St Laurence

£2,000 09/02/2021

R

Portishead

Methodist Church

£1,000 09/02/2021

CF

Nempnet Thrubwell

£250 09/02/2021

R

Badgworth

Blessed Virgin
Mary
St Congar’s

£1,000 27/04/2021

R

Blackford

Holy Trinity

£1,000 27/04/2021

CF

Sparkford

£1,000 27/04/2021

R

East Brent

St Mary
Magdalene
St Mary’s

£2,000 27/04/2021

R

East Lyng

St Bartholomew

£1,500 27/04/2021

R

West Huntspill

St Peter

£2,000 19/07/2021

R

Muchelney

St Peter & St Paul

£3,000 19/10/2021

CF

Bridgwater

St Mary

Rockwell Green

All Saints

£500 19/10.2021

R

£3,000 19/10/2021

R
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R = Repair

SOMERSET CHURCHES TRUST

CF = Community Facilities

ROOF ALARM GRANTS

Early in the years under review, we were able to complete the distribution of grants for roof alarm
installations which we had available from our partnership programme with Allchurches Trust. A total of
24 grants were awarded through this initiative, making a significant contribution to the prevention of the
ever present scourge of lead theft throughout the County. Whilst this particular programme has now been
closed, it should be noted that Allchurches Trust themselves still have funds available for roof alarms and
we would urge any churches still without protection to consider applying.
Anthony Sutcliffe

Ride+Stride
Ride + Stride for Churches is certainly
a challenge no matter from which
direction you look at it.
As the organiser, there is much to
consider. How to build on the success
of the past? How to maximise the use
of the limited resources available to
you? How to stimulate and encourage
our ‘Riders’ and ‘Striders’ and, most of
all, just how do our kindred county Trusts manage to raise such eye watering amounts of
money?
As a participant, there is the excitement of planning what to do this year; who to approach
for sponsorship; experiencing again the warm glow of a successful event followed by the
realisation that your legs and feet don’t actually belong to you anymore.
One of the greatest pleasures an organiser can experience is to learn of the outstanding
personal initiatives so many members of the Somerset Churches Trust were doing in support
of ‘Ride + Stride for Churches’ and knowing the difference it will make to the grants we are
able to give to the many churches in need of our help and support. In particular, I would like
to mention the outstanding contribution our fellow Trustee, Marion Jeffery, made to this
year’s ‘Ride + Stride for Churches’ by converting a generous birthday gift into, probably, the
most significant sponsorship ever by an individual in the history of Somerset Churches
Trust. I would also like to mention the exploits of Ted Marsh, the 92 year old secretary to
the PCC of St Mary Magdalene, Sparkford, who walked a distance equivalent from Sparkford
to Bristol, approximately 37 miles around his home village. Ted is a dedicated supporter of
Somerset Churches Trust and is already planning for next years event.
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For the participants, there is also the joy of stumbling across an unexpected treasure tucked
away in the Somerset countryside that has been a beacon of hope to so many people in so
many generations. This was one of the highlights of my own ‘Ride + Stride for Churches’
this year when in the company of our Chairman, Dr Axel Palmer, Vice-Chairman, Chris
Hawkings and ex Trustee, William Newsom, we arrived at St Saviours, Puxton, during our
pilgrimage from Woodspring Priory just North of Weston super Mare to the cathedral city of
Wells. Although closed but still consecrated and in the care of the Churches Conservation
Trust, St Saviours is an absolute gem complete with leaning tower, box pews and
harpsichord. Its interior is straight out of Jane Austin.
Ride + Stride for Churches’ started in Suffolk in 1982, the idea of Judith Foord. Since that
date over £36 million has been raised nationwide to help maintain and restore the countries
ancient religious heritage. Here in Somerset, the Somerset Churches Trust has raised over
£490.000 since our founding in 1996, an average of just under £20,000 a year and a
significant contribution to the more than £771,000 we have been able to offer in grants for
a wide variety of projects.
This year, our income from Ride + Stride was £10,556 at 31 October, slightly down on the
previous years but still a meaningful amount – 27% of our income - to help us continue to
support the churches, chapel’s and meeting houses of Somerset. Our grateful thanks go to
all who participated, supported and sponsored ‘Ride + Stride for Churches 2021’.

Philip G Skelhorn
Somerset Churches Trust coordinator – ‘Ride + Stride for Churches 2021’

Finance
Great work from Hon Treasurer, Tony Davies - June 2021 Accounts already completed and
uploaded onto the website.

The Future
Who knows? But we have plans for a full programme of events!
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How can you contribute to our fundraising?
Donate
You can still make a donation now to help us keep Somerset Churches and Chapels alive.
Just visit the website, click on the

"DONATE" button and follow the instructions.

The good news is that all it takes is a couple of clicks. This will enable us to make a real
contribution to ‘prime the pump’ of individual church and chapel fund-raising campaigns.

Membership
Members are the ‘life blood’ of Somerset Churches Trust - we could not do anything without you.
In effect, the Trust is a ‘self-help’ organisation. Put simply, we raise money from friends and
supporters and give to churches to help keep them alive. We endeavour to keep people informed
and (when we can get out) promote interest in our christian heritage in Somerset by hosting a
range of church tours (Crawls) and talks. We need new members because, say, aggregating 100
subscriptions of £30pa enables us to provide a grant of £3,000. So, please encourage friends to
join today by visiting our website, clicking on Membership and then How to Join and following
the instructions. If every member encouraged just one person to join, we would double our
subscription income!

Amazon Smile
Help Somerset Churches while you shop. Amazon have a scheme
where they will donate 0.5% of purchases (Ts & Cs apply, of course)
to Somerset Churches Trust. Registration is simple - log into
www.smile.amazon.co.uk with your usual details and select our
charity. The Amazon Smile website looks and operates exactly in the
same way as the normal Amazon website with the exception that once
signed up you are helping Somerset Churches Trust.

www.somersetchurchestrust.org
email : somersetchurchestrust@gmail.com
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