
RIDE+STRIDE SEPTEMBER 2021 SOMERSET CHURCHES TRUST

RIDE+STRIDE
+ GLIDE! 

News of fund-raising plans for this year’s 
Ride+Stride. 

Cycle rides, pilgrimages, abseiling (not!) and 
parachuting - what else is happening? 

Across Somerset, many friends of the Trust are planning their weekend R+S activities. 

The weather is ‘set fair’! 

So, what are we up to? 

Philip Skelhorn has planned a pilgrimage; Chris Hawkings shows what can be done by just 
thinking about doing something; but Marion Jeffrey tops everything by signing up to do a 
parachute jump! Meanwhile, the redoubtable Ted Marsh fancied an abseil and lots of people are 
getting their bikes out!   
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Read our Press Release: 
 

‘Ride + Stride for Churches’ was founded in Suffolk in 1982 and 
is the single most important event of the county churches trusts 
annual fundraising calendar. Since it’s beginning, over £35 
million has been raised to be returned in grants to enable 
churches, chapels and meeting houses to carry out essential 
repairs, restorations and adaptations to ensure they are 
available for worship and their community for generations to 
come. 

Here in Somerset, a total of almost £479,000 has been raised 
during ‘Ride + Stride of Churches’ since the Trust was founded 
in 1996. This has been a significant contribution to the total of 
£771,150.00 that the Somerset Churches Trust has given in 
grants to more than 400 churches. This is the reason why 
participation in ‘Ride + Stride for Churches’, and the 
sponsorship obtained, is so important to the work we do. But 
then so is the 50% of all money raised that is returned to the 
church or other registered charity of the participants choosing. 

Considerable effort goes into the challenges that people set 
themselves for ‘Ride  + Stride for Churches’ and this year, our 
Silver Jubilee, is no exception. Top of the list must be the 
Skydive that supporter and Trustee, Marion Jeffrey, will be 
doing on Saturday 11th September, the official date of ‘Ride + 
Stride’; Simon Hill, Archdeacon of Taunton and also a Trustee 
will be attempting to cycle around the churches of his 
archdeaconry; 92 years old Ted Marsh of St Mary Magdalene, 
Sparkford, South Somerset, inspired by Capt Sir Tom Moore, 
will be walking 50 laps around his home village, a distance of 
approximately 37 miles; David Sisson, past chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of Somerset Churches Trust is to cycle around 
the churches of his Axbridge Deanery and Trust coordinator, 
Philip Skelhorn, together with other members of the Trust will 
be making a pilgrimage from Woodspring Priory, three miles 
north of Weston super Mare, to Wells cathedral, a distance of 
approximately 26 miles visiting eight spectacular churches 
designated either Grade I or Grade II * ‘en route’ through some 
of the most beautiful countryside Somerset has to offer. What 
better way to have fun, exercise and fresh air and make a real 
contribution to the work of Somerset Churches Trust. 
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Where shall we go? 
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Marion plans to ‘drop in’! 

My son brought me a Sky Dive as a present (he loves 
me really!) and as the due flight date is 11th September, 
this dovetails beautifully with the Ride+Stride concept 
for the Somerset Churches Trust’s main annual 
fundraising day. A perfect opportunity to aim to raise as 
much money as possible to support all the good works 
which countless volunteers perform in their Somerset 
communities to maintain and improve their church and 
chapel building fabric and heritage, and enable 
sustained community use. 

I hope my attempts to mimic a bird will prove to be 
memorable and rewarding for the very best of reasons. 
So the Chiltern Park Airfield near Reading in 
Oxfordshire will be the location for the tandem skydive 
which will involve voluntarily leaving a plane at 

approximately 13,000 and taking about 4 minutes to reach terra firms. Safely! I hope to be able to 
share some photographs in due course. 

Wish me luck! 

And a HUGE thank you to everyone for being so generous with their sponsorship on https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/MarionJeffrey  Let's make this a memorable event. because I don't 
intend to do it EVER again. Thank you all. 

Tell us your stories 
Many people are ‘out and about’ this year and raising money for Ride+Stride. In addition to those 
mentioned above, there are more ‘unsung heroes’. For example, Axel Palmér popped in by chance 
to St Andrew’s, Burnham on Sea and saw a sponsorship form for Margaret Hayward (with a great 
number of signatures already!), so let’s hope for good weather for Margaret’s cycle ride and those 
moving at a more sedate pace! (Or, like Chris, not moving at all!). 

Please send us reports of your R+S endeavours (and photos) so, a) we can credit the tremendous 
efforts of everyone involved and b) provide an opportunity to exploit our new website capabilities 
to the full! 

Send to sct@combefarm.co.uk 
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Take part in the country-wide sponsored

Help fund repairs and improve facilities in Somerset’s 
churches and chapels. You can take part by fi nding sponsors 
to fund you for so much per church that you visit, or for a 
total amount. Or raise funds in a less ac� ve way!
Half can be returned to your own church or nominated 
charitable organisa� on, or you can donate all of it to 
Somerset Churches Trust.
Somerset Churches Trust is a registered charity (Number 1055840) dedicated to raising money to support churches and chapels of all 
denomina� ons to help them with repairs, and altera� ons to aid wider community use. Much of our income is raised from Ride+Stride, an 
annual sponsored cycle ride or walk, which takes place on the 2nd Saturday in September, but you can take part another � me if you can’t 
make this day.

Find out more at 
www.somersetchurchestrust.org
Charity number 1055840

supported by the 
Na� onal Churches Trust

Enjoy a Day Out with Family and Friends
discovering Somerset’s Churches

11SEP
T.

2021
Have FUN, 

FELLOWSHIP, and raise 
FUNDS for the FUTURE

Registered Charity 1055840Registered Charity 1055840Registered Charity 1055840
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How can you contribute to our fundraising? 

Donate 
Ride+Stride 2021 is coming up soon but you can still make a donation now to help us keep 
Somerset Churches and Chapels alive.  

Just visit the website, click on the "DONATE" button and follow the instructions.  

The good news is that all it takes is a couple of clicks. Axel will brave the cold, wet, mud etc and 
you can obtain that warm glow of assisting by staying at home and smiling! 

Membership 

Members are the ‘life blood’ of Somerset Churches Trust - we could not do anything without you. 
In effect, the Trust is a ‘self-help’ organisation. Put simply, we raise money from friends and 
supporters and give to churches to help keep them alive. We endeavour to keep people informed 
and (when we can get out)  promote interest in our christian heritage in Somerset by hosting a 
range of church tours (Crawls) and talks. We need new members because, say, aggregating 100 
subscriptions of £30pa enables us to provide a grant of £3,000. So, please encourage friends to 
join today by visiting our website, clicking on Membership and then How to Join and following 
the instructions. If every member encouraged just one person to join, we would double our 
subscription income! 

Amazon Smile 

 

www.somersetchurchestrust.org 
email : somersetchurchestrust@gmail.com
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Help Somerset Churches while you shop. Amazon have a scheme 
where they will donate 0.5% of purchases (Ts & Cs apply, of course) to 
Somerset Churches Trust. Registration is simple - log into 
www.smile.amazon.co.uk with your 
usual details and select charity.

http://somersetchurchestrust.org
http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk
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