SUMMER 2021

SOMERSET CHURCHES TRUST
DIARY DATES
OCTOBER CRAWL
9 OCTOBER 2PM
CHURCHILL,
BANWELL, LOCKING
11 SEPTEMBER

25 NOVEMBER
JERRY SAMPSON

NEWSLETTER
Good News from Boris - Open Churches and
visitors permitted!
Summer is here, at last: more relaxation in
prospect!
Baby steps, maybe, but let’s start to CRAWL!
In these difficult times, when many churches and chapels are still closed to visitors, we can only
dream of getting out and exploring.
A key feature of Somerset Churches Trust is our programme of church visits - we call them
‘Crawls’ (Don’t ask!).

‘VIRTUAL CHURCH CRAWLS’
Many members of the Somerset Churches Trust look forward eagerly to the Trust’s ‘Church
Crawls’. In each of the summer months in a normal year, the Trust organises a ‘Crawl’ around
three or four churches. There is often a theme linking each of the churches – for instance in 2019
“Woodwork and Effigies in SW Somerset” and “Mediaeval churches of North
Mendip”.
Sadly the pandemic
prevented crawls taking
place in 2020 but we are
working on crawls for
the autumn. Details
follow for 9 October
crawl.
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As an alternative, two former trustees of SCT (William
Newsom and Tony Davies) have developed the idea of ‘virtual
church crawls’. Each crawl will be in video format, and will be
available on YouTube for an indefinite period. The planned
format is for an introduction to the church by the vicar or a
local commentator, followed by a description of the
architectural and historical features of the church. The latter
would be voiced by William or one of the Trust’s expert
friends, and illustrated by William’s photographs.

Where shall we
go?

Tony has taught himself the basics of movie-making during
lockdown and will edit the crawls. Each crawl is likely to
feature just one church, and will last approximately 15
minutes.

William and Tony’s pilot virtual crawl, featuring St Mary
Magdalene Langridge, just north of Bath, can be viewed at
https://youtube.com/watch?v=2AiVALbHCkA

The timing of completion of future crawls depends on how
quickly William and Tony can master the technology and
produce the videos. We will of course announce their release
through the website and in these newsletters. We would also
be happy to hear from any Trust members, or readers of this
newsletter, who would like to join the team as commentators
or movie-makers.
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How do we study our churches and chapels?
Prompted by receiving a new book, The Secret Language of Churches and Cathedrals - decoding
the sacred symbolism of Christianity’s Holy Buildings Richard Stemp, (Watkins Media 2016), I
wondered what other books members found useful in understanding our wealth of ecclesiastical
buildings?

Philip Skelhorn introduced me to How to study and old church, A Needham, (Batsford 1944) and
I imagine many will have on their bookshelves:
England’s Thousand Best, Churches Simon Jenkins (Penguin 2000)
Britain’s Holiest Places, Nick Mayhew Smith (Lifestyle Books 2011)
English Parish Churches and Chapels, Matthew Byrne (Bloomsbury 2017).

On the basis that there is ‘no monopoly on wisdom’, I wonder what books (and podcasts etc)
which members find useful, which might helpfully be highlighted to the benefit of those who have
gaps on their shelves which need filling!

Please send an email to sct@combefarm.co.uk and I will collate and publish a list in the next
months.

Axel Palmer
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What about other online resources?
It is undoubtedly the case that the pandemic has proved very challenging for many organisations
and other organisations - large and small - have responded by putting more content online. While
we have athirst for meeting face-to-face as soon as we can, online resources will continue to make
a valuable contribution.
Although many of the online resources are free, some require a membership subscription, which
provides opportunities: firstly, to experience other research; and, secondly, to help support other
organisations in need (like ourselves) because of covid restrictions.

There is an interesting Lecture series on
Thursday lunchtimes (and available on ‘catchup’).

Historic Religious Buildings Alliance provides
up-to-date information and links to other
organisations in the field.
www.hrballiance.org.uk

Our local Heritage Trust has a wealth of resources online
(some need ££).
www.swheritage.org.uk

These are just a few - please let us know what online sites have
been discovered, so we can circulate other members.
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Have FUN,
FELLOWSHIP, and raise
FUNDS for the FUTURE

Enjoy a Day Out with Family and Friends
discovering Somerset’s Churches

Help fund repairs and improve facilities in Somerset’s
churches and chapels. You can take part by ﬁnding sponsors
to fund you for so much per church that you visit, or for a
total amount. Or raise funds in a less ac�ve way!
Half can be returned to your own church or nominated
charitable organisa�on, or you can donate all of it to
Somerset Churches Trust.
Somerset Churches Trust is a registered charity (Number 1055840) dedicated to raising money to support churches and chapels of all
denomina�ons to help them with repairs, and altera�ons to aid wider community use. Much of our income is raised from Ride+Stride, an
annual sponsored cycle ride or walk, which takes place on the 2nd Saturday in September, but you can take part another �me if you can’t
make this day.
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Ride+Stride is our biggest fundraising opportunity of the year but, for obvious reasons, 2020 was
a different challenge from usual. This is what we did but how about using Lockdown for ingenious
2021 plans?
Philip Skelhorn, Trustee, masterminded our (rapidly changing) plans for 2020. He said
“Coronavirus, understandably, made everyone nervous and uncertain and although we were a
little late deciding to proceed, we felt it was really important that we went ahead as the need to
raise funds for the county’s historic churches’ heritage is as great as ever."
To emphasise the importance of Ride+Stride to help churches and chapels in Somerset, last year
saw four different approaches to visiting churches: The Rev'd Liz Dudley went on honeymoon to
Turkey, Philip Skelhorn started out at a Benedictine Monastery, Ted Marsh went touring by
mobility scooter and Chris Hawkings just stayed at home!

2021 Ride+Stride:
Last year: from the Cam to the Bosphorus.
What does 2021 hold in store?
Let’s be quite open about this: Ride + Stride is the single largest source of income for many
County Church Trusts enabling them to make Grants to places of Christian worship.
Of course, there are a variety of different interpretations of ‘Riding’ and ‘Striding’ and ‘+’!
Everyone who has taken part will have a story to tell of ‘gears seizing’ in torrential rain, in the
middle of nowhere (Mendip!), picnics exceeding time limit (maybe something to do with the odd
glass of red!), getting lost, not noticing the ‘tightening’ contour lines on the map and suddenly
discovering a steep hill!

11 September 2021 is the date - look out for the next edition with
more information!
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Meet the Trustees: Marion Jeffrey

I was delighted to be invited to join the Somerset Churches Trust as a Trustee last year.

For some years since moving to West Somerset in 2010, I have been involved as a member of the PCC of my
local village church. In that time the beauty and history of a quiet rural Grade I Listed Church dating back to
the fifteenth century had me enthralled. I joined with other village volunteers to make sure it was well looked
after and used in a variety of ways. That involved not just keeping the fabric of the church maintained but in
development so that the church is fit to face present and future village community needs.

I became aware of the SCT as a grant applicant when we were seeking support towards an accessible toilet
and servery. The enormity of raising large sums in an economically challenged area made me appreciate the
step-up and encouragement that this important county charity gives to those who genuinely care about their
church heritage. Support is a two-way process and our local commitment to help ensure the SCT can assist
other needy Christian churches is real.

I hope I can bring my experience of fundraising and enthusiasm to help support the vital and important aims
of the Somerset Churches Trust, particularly as it celebrates its 25th year of helping over 300 places of
worship.
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How can you contribute to our fundraising?
Donate
Ride+Stride 2021 is coming up soon but you can still make a donation now to help us keep
Somerset Churches and Chapels alive.
Just visit the website, click on the

"DONATE" button and follow the instructions.

The good news is that all it takes is a couple of clicks. Axel will brave the cold, wet, mud etc and
you can obtain that warm glow of assisting by staying at home and smiling!

Membership
Members are the ‘life blood’ of Somerset Churches Trust - we could not do anything without you.
In effect, the Trust is a ‘self-help’ organisation. Put simply, we raise money from friends and
supporters and give to churches to help keep them alive. We endeavour to keep people informed
and (when we can get out) promote interest in our christian heritage in Somerset by hosting a
range of church tours (Crawls) and talks. We need new members because, say, aggregating 100
subscriptions of £30pa enables us to provide a grant of £3,000. So, please encourage friends to
join today by visiting our website, clicking on Membership and then How to Join and following
the instructions. If every member encouraged just one person to join, we would double our
subscription income!

Amazon Smile
Help Somerset Churches while you shop. Amazon have a scheme
where they will donate 0.5% of purchases (Ts & Cs apply, of course) to
Somerset Churches Trust. Registration is simple - log into
www.smile.amazon.co.uk with your
usual details and select charity.

www.somersetchurchestrust.org
email : somersetchurchestrust@gmail.com
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