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St Andrew, Stogursey, visited after our Annual Meeting on 27th April 2019
Phgto-b'.y Dorothy Bark

i



Award winning heritage builders

Roofing . Masonry . Joinery . Lime
o Bs B el b o [T PG “ﬂmf."-"

Professional and affordable Aerial Drone,
Roof, Tower & Spire and Building Surveys in
4K High Definition Video & Still Imagery

v CAA Approved +~ CAA PfCO Licensed

v Photography & Video
v Free Film Creation

jeremy@dragonflydrones.org.uk | 07789 991 120

2 www.somersetchurchestrust.org

Vv 25 years experience
v Free Site Survey

e Bloechilech com

Annual Report for 2019



CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

I am delighted to begin my second Annual Report as Chairman by
confirming that the Trust is alive and well, and hard at work in the
historic county of Somerset.

The Trust is in good heart but we do face some challenges. To
this end, Trustees recently held a ‘strategy day’ to review current
and future activities — we will be working on these during the
year.

Our Trustees, Management Committee, Assessors and ‘Crawl’
organisers are able, committed and experienced; as | am fond
of saying, ‘we have all the knowledge and skills to run a plc!’ Of
particular importance, they are fun to work with. They all give most generously of their
time and talents and many have done so for a long time.

It is my belief that everyone should be able to make a contribution for as long as
they wish but be able to recognise there comes a time when, for a variety of reasons,
they might want to do something else! In this regard, my immediate predecessor, David
Sisson, has made a special contribution to the Trust as Chairman. He, alongside Angela
Dudley our professional architect, who led our relationship with National Churches
Trust, both retired as Trustees at the end of 2019, together with Andrew Stebbings
who has, sadly, resigned for reasons of ill health. We thank them all for their great
support for heritage in Somerset. Of course, this creates some vacancies and we are
always interested in recruiting people with a passion for churches in Somerset — there
are many ways in which we need assistance, without being burdensome! Please email
or phone to find out more — every little bit helps.

In 2019 we put on a fine programme of church visits (‘crawls’) which have been well
attended: these are fascinating events, giving members an opportunity to learn more
about our terrific heritage in Somerset. Our very informative annual members’ talk
was given in November 2018 by Bob Croft, Somerset County Archaeologist. Our annual
meeting in April 2019 was at Stogursey where after a visit to St Andrew’s (including a
very breezy trip up the tower!) we were able to enjoy a visit to Fairfield House courtesy
of, and guided by, our Patron Lady Gass. The November 2019 talk by Dr Tim Connor
gave fascinating insights into church monuments.

The Trust depends upon two main sources of income: membership subscriptions
and the Annual Ride+Stride charity fundraising campaign. Membership subscriptions
remain strong but we still need to expand our subscriber base. However, financially,
Ride+Stride results were especially disappointing, even with professional fundraising
support. Naturally, this is an area high on the agenda for Trustees.

We are active in the county in promoting issues of importance to churches and
chapels, for example our Lead Theft Roof Alarm campaign which has been backed by
£30,000 of funding from Allchurches Trust which we proactively sourced. The Trust has
campaigned in Press, TV and Radio, highlighting the risks to (especially) rural churches
from lead theft, and will grant up to £2,500 per church for a roof alarm but, unbeliev-
ably, we have not been inundated with grant applications. New applications must be
made before 31 December 2020 when this funding will cease.

There are other challenges. In common with other funding bodies generally, some
grant-giving organisations are redefining their priorities, making the ‘pump priming’
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grants from Somerset Churches Trust so very important. It also affects a source of
our own funding. As a Trust we are conscious of this and are looking at other funding
models, but what is important to us is a steady stream of new members. Membership
is the life-blood of the Trust.

In 2020, we have a packed programme of visits, organised by a |
dedicated team who are all keen to provide a balance of opportu- |
nities to learn more about our historic churches and chapels. The
Trustees’ objectives are to keep churches and chapels alive, and
| am most grateful to them and all involved for their continued
support and commitment. In this regard, | particularly wish to
thank Matthew Ellis of Ellis & Co for again generously sponsoring
our annual mailing.

Dr. Axel Palmer, Chairman of the Trustees

TREASURER’S REPORT 2018/19

During the 12 months ended 30 June 2019, our income was £55,864 (compared with
£75,702 in 2017-8 which included £30,000 from Allchurches Trust). General expendi-
ture was £11,729 (£3,987 in 2017-8) and grant payments made amounted to £23,043
(£42,400 in 2017-8). There were no exceptional expenses. Grants approved but not
paid at 30 June 2019 amounted to £27,000 (£11,000 in 2018). The Trust’s total funds,
after deducting grants approved but not yet paid, amounted to £117,623 (£110,217 in
2018).

Highlights of the year to 30 June 2019

e The Ride+Stride event in September 2018 (with its tax relief) raised a net £10,982,
a substantial fall from the £15,089 generated by the event in September 2017.

e QOur income from other donations more than doubled compared with 2017-8, at
£16,641.

e Membership subscriptions (with tax relief) were slightly lower than in the previous
year, at £18,290.

e Grants made by the Trust are reported below.
The surplus of income over expenditure for the year, before grants paid, amounted

to £44,135 compared with £41,715 the previous year (excluding the Allchurches

amount).

Ride+Stride Consultancy

Once again in 20189, a specialist consultancy was engaged with the aim of boosting
revenue from Ride+Stride. The consultancy feesin 2018-9 were almost entirely covered
by donations from an anonymous benefactor.

Grants paid and awarded
Grants paid during the year amounted to £23,043 (£42,400 in 2017-8). The reduction
was, however, in part because a higher level of grants had been awarded but had not
yet been paid at the year-end.

During the year, 20 grants for £38,043 were awarded (15 for £27,800 in 2017-8).
The higher figure reflected the number and amount of eligible applications, and the
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award of several grants for roof alarms. The table below includes both ‘ordinary’ grants
and roof alarm grants.

2015-6 2016-7 2017-8 2018-9

Total of grants awarded during the

£57,700 £36,500 £27,800 | £38,043
year

Total of grants paid during the year | £31,300 | £53,100 £42,400 | £23,043

Grants awarded but not yet paid £55,700 £35,100 £11,000 | £27,000

Number of grants awarded 18 15 15 20

Average amount of grant awarded £3,206 £2,433 £1,853 £1,902

No trustee received any remuneration or other benefits during the current (or
previous) year. During the year we paid £88 to cover travel expenses incurred by the
Management Committee outside the county.

Balance Sheet

Net funds rose slightly during the year, from £110,217 to £117,623. The Trust’s funds
are analysed below:

30 June 2018 30 June 2019

Unrestricted funds (where there are no

limitations on how the money can be spent) £65,105 £95,845

Designated funds for Roof Alarm grants (can be
spent only on the designated purpose —in this £26,000 £18,457
instance on roof alarm grants)

Endowment fund (a fund that we cannot spend,
but whose income can be spent on grants to £30,112 £30,321
churches in the Axbridge Deanery)

Total funds £121,217 £144,623
Grants approved but not paid £11,000 £27,000
Net funds at 30 June £110,217 £117,623

Full Trustees’ Report and Accounts. A copy of the Trustees’ Report and Accounts
will be found on the website ‘www.somersetchurchestrust.ora or can be requested

from the Treasurer.

Tony Davies, Treasurer and Trustee
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RECENT GRANT AWARDS 2018/19

During the financial year, a total of £31,500 was awarded to 14 churches and places of
worship, with a further £8,000 grant applied for and granted by the National Churches
Trust under the Partnership Grant Programme we had with them.

Although the total value of grants awarded this year is less than last year, there has
been anincrease in the number of grants we have awarded, reflecting the Trust’s policy
of trying to help as much as possible where eligible applications are submitted. Once
again, we emphasise the importance the Trust attaches to those projects covering not
only major repairs but also works where the aim is to provide wider community use.

Place Name Dedication Am%f:ﬁ; Daltatzgii;icci)r:nt \';}/#e
ork
Compton Martin St Michael £3,000 3 July 2018 CF
Axbridge St John the Baptist £3,000 3 July 2018 CF
East Huntspill All Saints £1,500 3 July 2018 R
Barwick St Mary Magdalene £500 3 July 2018 R
Queen Camel St Barnabas £3,000 3 July 2018 R
Limington St Mary £3,000 3 July 2018 R
Sampford Arundel Holy Cross £2,500 | 16 October 2018 R
Portbury Blessed Virgin Mary £2,000 | 16 October 2018 R
Wellsprings Evangelical Chapel £1,500 | 16 October 2018 CF
Timberscombe St Petrock £3,000 | 16 October 2018 CF
Brean St Bridget £1,000 | 29 January 2019 R
Holcombe St Andrew £1,500 | 29 January 2019 CF
Angersleigh St Michael £2,000 | 29 January 2019 R
Charlton Musgrove | St Stephen £4,000 | 29 January 2019 CF

National Churches Trust grant sponsored by Somerset Churches Trust
| South Stoke £8,000 | May2019 | R |

| St James the Great |

R = Repair CF = Community Facilities
Anthony Sutcliffe, Grants Secretary and Trustee

ROOF ALARM GRANTS 2018/19

By the year end, we had advanced a further £6,543 to churches towards the installa-
tion of roof alarms against the theft of lead, under the award of £30,000 we received
from Allchurches Trust; this brings the total granted since the start of the programme
in 2017 to £11,543 amongst 13 churches.

6 www.somersetchurchestrust.org Annual Report for 2019



This is a surprisingly low level of take-up of these grants, given the number of
churches in Somerset which, in many cases, have significant quantities of lead on them.
Unfortunately the increasing incidents of lead theft targetting these buildings can bring
costly and distressing consequences.

Our grants have recently been increased to a maximum of £2,500 per church and
the deadline extended until the end of December 2020.

We urge churches which do not yet have an alarm to consider doing so. An applica-
tion form is available on our website under the Grants section for scanning and submis-
sion either by e-mail to Isomersetchurchestrust@gmail.coﬂ or by mail to the Grants
Secretary, Anthony Sutcliffe, Corner Well House, Barton Road, Butleigh BA6 8TL.

Anthony Sutcliffe, Grants Secretary and Trustee

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT

At the time of writing, the Trust has 250 Church members, 121 Family members, 220
individual members and seven corporate members, making a total of 598. This is 15 less
than at this time last year — not an encouraging sign, but explained by new members
being out-numbered by those moving away from the area or forgetting to renew their
membership for two consecutive years. | shall be making more of an effort to chase the
latter when time permits.

A number of members are still paying out-of-date rates of membership! Since July
2012 membership rates have been: individual membership £20, family membership
£30, churches £30 or £60 depending on size of congregation, and corporate membership
£100. Please check whether this apples to you, and if so, please could you increase
your payments to the current minimum — it would produce a lot of extra money to be
distributed as grants.

To save administration costs, it is useful to be able to contact members by email
—usually to provide information about the monthly Church Crawls and other meetings.
At present, | only have 150 emails for the 341 individual and family members, under
50%. Albeit a better percentage than last year, it would still be hugely helpful if
members could keep me up to date with full contact details including emails and
telephone numbers. In line with the new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR),
this data is never passed on to third parties and is only used for providing members
with information about the Trust’s activities. Many thanks.

Jim Allwood, Membership Secretary. Email: jim.allwood2013@gmail.com

RIDE+SRIDE REPORT

In terms of participation, Ride+Stride i R ID ! +$ TRi i[:

2019 was a more successful event

for Somerset Churches Trust with an

increased number of churches opening their doors than ever before. However, disap-
pointingly, although over £13,000 was raised to support our beautiful churches, this
was down on last year. The campaign started with a national launch in Oxford in May.
Somerset joined other church trusts, providing local vicars keen to learn how to ride
a penny farthing! Once they had mastered these skills with no injuries, they cycled
into the centre of Oxford, attracting a lot of interest from bystanders and car drivers.
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The story was featured in regional and national
media including a caption competition in the
Church Times and a photo on the front page of
the Times Newspaper.

In June, Bishop Peter Hancock and Bishop
Ruth Worsley very kindly supported our own
regional launch at the Bishop’s Palace in Wells.
They have both been long term supporters of
Ride+Stride and we are very grateful for this
support. Bishop Peter was unable to cycle in
September, but he sent a message of support
which was shared with all churches and
Somerset Churches Trust members.

His wife Jane did take part,
visiting churches along the Ten
Towers route around Cheddar
and Axbridge. She was joined
by her colleague Andrea
Howlett, the Revd Richard
Neill, Vicar of the Benefice of
the Isle of Wedmore, and his
wife Lisa. One of the churches
they visited was St Michael’s in
Brent Knoll which sadly was a
victim of lead theft in August, an issue which has continued to affect churches across
the UK.

National recognition for volunteering for Ride+Stride.

We were thrilled this year to hear that Graham Harris, one of our
Ride+Stride co-ordinators, was awarded the British Empire Medal
and the National Churches Trust’s Local Treasure ‘People and Places
Award’ for his work with St Giles Church in Leigh-on Mendip and
Ride+Stride. He created the East Mendip Churches Heritage Trail, a
cycling route which visits twelve different churches in the Mendips.
Special congratulations go to Graham for two very well-deserved
awards. We are working with him to create new trails in other parts
of Somerset for Ride+Stride 2020.

Opening their doors to welcome cyclists and walkers

opportunity to look

Over 182 churches and chapels opened their doors to support R|de+Str|de offering
aroundtheirfacilities.
This was nearly 30%

a warm welcome, i;
up on 2018. Thank

refreshments and an
you to all the church " Ride+Stride participants, St John’s Church, Staplegrove
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staff and volunteers who gave up their time to open their doors and welcome our
supporters with smiles, tea and cake. Some ran their own fundraising events including
special cream teas, soup lunches and collections on behalf of Somerset Churches
Trust.

Thank you again to everyone who supported Ride+Stride 2019 and we look forward
to seeing you all on Saturday 12th September 2020 for what we hope will be an even
bigger event, helping support churches and chapels across Somerset.

Michael Auton, Somerset Churches Trust Ride+Stride Co-ordinator

VISITING 70 CHURCHES TO MARK 70 YEARS!

I'm the treasurer of Somerset Churches Trust, and this year Ride+Stride (the Trust’s
main fund-raising event) was actually on my 70th birthday. So | decided to try to get
to 70 churches in Bath on that day (or, strictly speaking, 70 current or former places of
Christian worship). With the support of my older daughter Rosie and her new husband
Ben, we did it!

The city of Bath is studded with churches [/ S8

. 0 o
and chapels, so our challenge was easier ™ & &',
than it sounds. It is not uncommon to see 7. ‘;"1_ F
two places of worship next door, or facing et

each other across the street.

%‘,
We started at 8.30 in Weston village, ks
where | live, and from there cycled around
the southern suburbs of the city. Bath being ' :I 2
quite hilly, at times | had to get off and push the bike up hills — as did Rosie, who was
trying out her new ‘city bike’ which has no gears!

{
(L1 PR

T

We then left the bikes in a friend’s office car park, and
walked broadly clockwise around the city. Our 70th church
was Bath Abbey at 4.15 pm, and thence to the ice cream
shop nearby.

Not many of the churches were open, but we were very
warmly welcomed by those which were. And the sun shone
on us all day.

I've now just about recovered from the aches and pains of
the day. Rosie and Ben are triathletes, so for them it was almost a rest day.

Tony Davies

A ‘TRAIL OF TWO CITIES’:
The last part of a walk from Bath Abbey to Wells Cathedral, 2019

In the warmth of the mid September sunshine | completed a sponsored pilgrimage
from Bath Abbey to Wells Cathedral on behalf of Somerset Churches Trust.

Rejoining the Monarch’s Way (a long distance walking trail that approximates to the
escape route taken by Charles Il after his defeat at the Battle of Worcester in 1651) at
the A39 just east of Priddy, the edge-of-field path gradually rises to the highest point
of the walk on the Mendip Hills. As the ground slowly receded, the full magnificence of
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% the 180° view to the south over the flat lands of the Somerset Levels
become apparent.

The route entered a well marked path through a wooded glade,
welcome shade in the
heat of the afternoon
- and providing spectac-
*5 ular views to the south
4 of Glastonbury Tor,
" topped by the roofless
ruin of the tower of the
church of St Michael.

Leaving the country paths and
tracks behind for the metalled roads of
Higher Milton on the outskirts of Wells, it
was not long before | had a glimpse of the
cathedral and the entry to the city with the
first sight of the magnificent West front of the
cathedral church.

I was, indeed, fortunate to have arrived just
in time to attend the 5.15 pm Festal Eucharist
_f,_. on the occasion of the ‘Feast of the Holy Cross’
(see below) held in the Choir of the cathedral

with the Girl Choristers and Vicars
Choral of the Wells Cathedral Choir.

| should like to acknowledge the
huge contribution to the ‘Trail of two
Cities’ walk by Tony Davies, who not
only participated in the reconnais-
sance of the route with me and William
Newsom, but completed the entire
walk on 23rd August, a distance of
approximately 25 miles. This was some
achievement.

The Feast of the Holy Cross:

The cross on which Jesus was crucified
became the universal symbol of Christianity, replacing the fish symbol of the early
church. Early in the fourth century, when the persecution of Christians had ceased,
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pilgrims began to travel to Jerusalem to visit and prey at the places associated with the
life of Jesus. Helena, the mother of the emperor, was a Christian and is said to have
uncovered a cross which many believed to be the cross of Christ. A basilica was built on
the site of the Holy Sepulchre and dedicated on this day, 14th September, 335 AD.

Philip Skelhorn, Trustee

BRIDGET PLAYFAIR: TRIBUTES FROM SOME FRIENDS

We first met Bridget in Sydney, all in our early twenties, shortly
before she and Hugh were married there. (She and her mother
had bravely emigrated to Australia in the wake of her brother,
Roger.) The family settled back in England, in Blackford, Bridget
as wife of a Canford headmaster and mother of three.

Bridget very sadly died on 23rd August 2019, almost exactly 20
months after her beloved husband Hugh, and also from cancer.
She was a staunch supporter of the Trust, founded by Hugh in
1996. She was skilful, resourceful and accomplished at all tasks
expected of a wife and mother in those days (weren’t we lucky!),
and, with her band of friends, would produce delicious meals
(Wells Town Hall and the Old Deanery, we remember) and help
with teas at the end of a church crawl.

Bridget was a lively, faithful and wise friend and we miss her greatly.
Simon and Robbie Colledge

I, like many SCT members, was so sad to hear that Bridget Playfair
died last year. She had been a friend and comfort to many of us
— always calm, always smiling and so, so sensible.

When Hugh founded the SCT — then Friends of Somerset
~ Churches and Chapels —in 1996 we were always anxious that our
events should go well and Bridget was always there, welcoming,
quietly contributing. | well remember in the early days when we
served a hot supper at our lectures in the Old Deanery, carelessly
putting a hot casserole down in the kitchen and scorching the
work top! Bridget came to the rescue, and while | panicked, she,
completely unruffled, cleared up the damage!

She was such a support to us and to Hugh in his determination that the work of our
Trust should flourish. Their devotion was remarkable and the care she took of Hugh in
his last illness was an inspiration. It is hard to think that so soon after our thanksgiving
for his life we gathered with their many friends in the same beautiful church to thank
God for hers.

Our love goes to all their family, children and grandchildren.
Jane Venner-Pack

WHY DO SOME CHURCHES HAVE TWO FONTS?

The answer to this question is that there are a variety of reasons as can be seen from
the examples below.
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At Castle Cary in the north porch, an ancient Norman font is
propped in the corner with this message on a note inside: ‘The font
in this porch is the original tub font installed when the original Anglo
Saxon church was replaced by a Norman one. When All Saints’ was
virtually rebuilt in the late 15th century, the old font was removed
and (a new one) installed. At the time, it was common practice to
bury old fonts, so that they could not be used for secular purposes,
eg as a water trough. In the late 1970s this font was discovered

(LA CTALETLER buried in the garden of a house in Upper High Street.
Norman tub)

Another church with two fonts is
at Aller. Of the original one, it is said: ‘The font is a simple
limestone bowl ... which is thought to be Saxon in origin, one
of only three in England and was possibly the one used for
the baptism of Guthrum after his defeat by King Alfred the
Great after the Battle of Ethandun in 878. It was retrieved [RGUERLCTIEE LIS EIL
from the pond of the vicarage garden around 1870 and now . o w
stands in the south-west corner of the nave’

The bowl! of a second font can be found on the floor alongside the altar at Seav-
ington St Michael, but none of my reference books says where it came from. The main
font here is described in Pevsner as a 12th century ‘tub with lower roll’.

There is a second font at Dowlish Wake which came from West Dowlish church
which was demolished before 1575. It has a huge rough bowl in ham stone and is
thought to be 11th century.

| have seen many ‘massive’ (a word used by Julian Orbach, writer of Pevsner for
Somerset South and West) fonts and have wondered why. | learn from National
Churches Trust that fonts ‘were originally large enough to allow the infant to be fully
immersed, butin the middle ages it became the practice to baptise by partialimmersion
or pouring water over the head.” Therefore, large fonts were no longer necessary.

An example of a second, smaller font is at Keynsham where a
white-painted pedestal font was given ‘quite recently’ (my words) by
Henry Bridges in 1725.

In 1236 it was ordered that all fonts should have a lockable lid. The
suggested reason was to stop witches getting at the holy water. That
may or may not be so, but in those days font water was generally
changed only once per year, on Easter Sunday.

It is fascinating to observe evidence of later repairs on opposite
sides of the rim of old fonts as locks and hinges were subsequently
removed. The marks of old locks is taken as evidence for fonts being
very old. One church where the original iron securing loops appear
still to be in place is at Tintagel (in Cornwall), coincidentally another
church with two fonts. The second font is believed to have been brought from the
chapel at Tintagel Castle (now a ruin) ‘after adventures as a pig trough and a garden
ornament’.

At the time of the Reformation there was much destruction of sacred things that
the enforcers considered over-decorated. To avoid this fate, many fonts were removed
from churches and buried for safe keeping in people’s gardens and elsewhere. At
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Berrow, a note inside the bowl of another old font says: ‘This
quatrefoil font of the early 14th century was discovered in 1926
during excavations in the churchyard.’ It was found beneath the
base of a churchyard cross.

The hiding of old fonts to prevent their destruction rein-
forces the importance of fonts to the people. In addition to
the destruction of the Reformation, the Normans destroyed
Anglo Saxon churches as part of their conquest. Old fonts were
also thrown out in the 19th century as part of the comprehensive modernisation and
enlargement of churches during that period.

A possible example of this is at Barrington church which originates from the 13th
century and where in 1861 there was ‘an over-thorough general restoration’ (Robin
Bush) including a new font. Pevsner says there is ‘a misshapen small octagon on a thin
octagonal stem. Undatable.” Immediately inside the church gate on the ground under
a large Yew tree is what appears to be the bowl of an old octagonal font. | suggest that
that used to sit on the thin octagonal stem referred to by Pevsner before the new font
was installed in 1861.

| have sought a view on this question from Julian Orbach. He says: ‘The commonest
cause of double fonts seems to be the Victorian patron giving a new one, and the vicar
taking the old one as a garden ornament until a successor in the C20 thought to return
it to the church.” As to the massive size of early fonts, he says it is ‘all the more impres-
sive if the font had to be carried from a long way off.’ Julian has heard of a vicar’s pred-
ecessor who used the ancient one for rearing goldfish! He also says ‘that the belief that
it is necessary to break up or bury a font no longer in use is still widely current.

During my travels, | have seen many Victorian fonts—implying that there are probably
many more old fonts still to be unearthed in private gardens throughout the land.

In summary, to answer the question as to why some churches have two fonts, every
church is unique, every church is special in its own way and the circumstances of each
will be different. That is why it is so fascinating visiting the churches of Somerset.

William Newsom

For the last three years, William (one of our trustees) has been on a mission to visit
every parish church in Somerset and so far has visited 400 out of a total of nearly 600.
This article is a sequel to the article he wrote in last year’s annual report.

THE IMPORTANCE OF BUILDINGS

This article previously appeared in the Summer 2019 edition of Manna, an issue entitled
‘Loving Our Buildings’.

The word ‘church’ is used by many in its biblical sense to mean an assembly and is
understood to be a group of Christians irrespective of where they might actually meet.
For me the word ‘church’ conjures up an image of a building. As a child ‘going to church’
was much more about being inside a special building completely different in its design
to any other building | knew rather than being with a group of like-minded people.

Buildings provide shelter from the elements, and allow us to assemble at any time
of the day or night, and at any time of year. From the simplest tin tabernacle to the
mighty cathedral, all church buildings have been built with love and care and provide a

Annual Report for 2019 www.somersetchurchestrust.org 13



place where we can practise our faith and find peace and quiet. Today, however, they
also have a much wider role to play, as churches and local communities use church
buildings as meeting spaces for a wide range of groups and activities.

| have been involved with church buildings all my life. As a boy chorister in Plymouth
singing the psalms was always a special experience, phrasing the words to fit the
Anglican chant. Most of my working life was as a surveyor for Ecclesiastical Insurance,
initially in the Dioceses of Bath and Wells and Salisbury and then up until my retirement
working in cathedrals in connection with health and safety, security and fire precau-
tions. | was privileged to be able to visit the roof spaces and other high parts.

On retirement an involvement with Somerset Churches Trust was a natural progres-
sion, enabling me to continue my time spent visiting churches and helping to ensure
that these buildings survive for future generations. It is important that we do have
‘churches’ where ‘the Church’ can meet.

Somerset Churches Trust provides grants for the repair and improvement of
churches, as well as putting on a varied programme of events. ‘Ride+Stride’ is our main
fundraising event. This year, for those unable to walk or cycle we are also encouraging
churches to have a church open day. Half of all money raised can be donated to the
church or charity of the participant’s choice, or they can donate it all to the Somerset
Churches Trust for their mission to keep Somerset churches and chapels alive. After
all, they are not just buildings, they are special buildings, ‘Unless the Lord builds the
house, they labour in vain who build it.” (Psalm 127:1).

Chris Hawkings, Trustee

Please leave a gift in your Will to
SOMERSET CHURCHES TRUST

Why?
* Help the Trust to continue helping churches and chapels stay
open and alive for the communities they seek to serve.

* Help to leave a beautiful built legacy for future generations.
* Help to build up a fund to provide an income for future grants.

How?
By updating your Will, or at any time via a simple codicil.

For more uinformation
contact William Newsom on 01963 441533
or email: somersetchurchestrust@gmail.com

14 www.somersetchurchestrust.org Annual Report for 2019



r—_—_—_—_—_—_—1

| Somerset Churcires Trust needs: |

A SECRETARY
Hawe yow got ovganisational skills and com take Minutes?

A PUBLICITY OFFICER
Could you write copy and deal witie the media
fo publicise the Trust?

Please help ws grow!
Plhhowne:
Dr. Axel Palmer, Chairman, on 01761 221020
or email:

somersetchurchestrust@gmail.com

L_____________J

Moany thanks to-

our advertisers for their kind support,
and especially to
ELLIS & CO.

for again very generously covering the postage costs of this
Report;

Roger and Dorothy Bark,
for supplying many of the photographs, including the front cover
of St. Andrew, Stogursey;
contributors of articles and other photographs;
and everyone who arranged our programme of visits,
both last year and this (see separate Events leaflet, enclosed).

If you have any interesting articles for next year’s Report,
or ideas for visits in 2021, please email:

rowena@directoffset.co.uk
or phone 01458 272844

Annual Report for 2019 www.somersetchurchestrust.org
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IMAGES FROM VISITS IN 2019
Many thanks to all who organised our programme of talks and church crawls in 2019.
If you have suggestions for future visits, please email rowena@directoffset.co.uk

March: Weston super-Mare

CorpusiChristi, Ellenborotugh*Park Sb'ﬂt‘h“l
tend apse

St Paul
Walliscote Road

Fairfield

Flvehead

Curry Mallet,

Hatch

Beauchamp St-Mertin, Fivetl?&d. St John the Baptist, Hatch Beauchamp

7 June: Churchstanton, Buckland St Mary,
Whitestaunton, Combe St. Nicholas

St Mary, Buckland St Mary
18505 memorial to the wife of the then Rector
and her child bursting out of the tomb.tolest

16 www.somersetchurchestrust.org Annual Report for 2019



St Bartholgmew, Ubley‘_ k

August: below: Great Elm, =3
Orchardleigh, Lullington, St Michael theAr?%-
Beckington Compton Martin

—

All Saints,
Lullington: C13
pewter chalice

. . St George, Beckington
St Mary, Orchardleigh: Royal Arms, 1574

screen and East end

Bathwick
Willis organ

above: St John’s Roman Catholic,
South Parade

right: Bath University Chaplaincy: skylight
far right: St Mary, Bathwick: screen

Annual Report for 2019 www.somersetchurchestrust.org 17
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WEST COUNTRY [ILING

MarsH FarMm, BLATCHBRIDGE,
FroME, SoMERSET BA11 5EL
TEL: 01373 462224
EmaIL: info@westcountrytiling.com

www.westcountrytiling.com

CHEDBURN+CODD

EVETIGN LACHITECETS

Wirtordic idisg Cormpwfienin

Glove Factory Studios
Holt, Bradford-on-Avon,
Wiltshire, BA14 6RL

Email: chedburn@chedburn.com
Web: www.chedburn.com
Tel: 01225 859999

Choose the UK's most trusted home
insurance provider and we'll donate

£130

to your church

Take out a new home insurance policy with us before
31 December 2020, and we'll donate £130* to a church of your
choice through our Trust130 promotion. Find out more at
www.ecclesiastical.com/trust130 or call our team on
0800 783 0130 and quote Trust130.

* Terms and conditions apply and can be viewed on the offer
website page

18 www.somersetchurchestrust.org
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Designing heautiul lighting for he l:iful buildings
Lighting Design & Technology, Bath.
E - info@ldandt.couk T-01225 310022 EE,J;!;J zﬁ,

W - www.ldandt.co.uk e

L
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WHO’S WHO IN SOMERSET CHURCHES TRUST AT

JANUARY 2020

Registered Charity No:1055840.
Registered Address: 14 Market Place, Wells BAS5 2RE. E: somersetchurchestrust@gmail.com

President: Mrs. Annie Maw, Lord Lieutenant of Somerset
Vice Presidents: Jane Venner-Pack and Jennifer Beazley

Patrons
The Rt. Revd. Dom Aidan Bellenger; Lady Elizabeth Gass bcvo; The Rt. Revd. Peter
Hancock, Bishop of Bath & Wells; The Rt. Revd. Declan Ronan Lang, Bishop of Clifton;
Kevin McCloud MBE; The Rt. Revd. Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton

Trustees
Bob Croft; Tony Davies; Chris Hawkings; The Venerable Simon Hill, Archdeacon of
Taunton; William Newsom; Dr. Axel Palmer; Philip Skelhorn; Anthony Sutcliffe

Trust Chairman
Dr. Axel Palmer, Combe Farm, The Combe, Compton Martin, BS40 6JD
T: 01761 221020. M: 07540 380300. E: sct@combefarm.co.uk

Members of Management Committee

Management Committee Chairman:
Chris Hawkings, 3 Glastonbury Road, Wells BA5 1TW.
T: 01749 672327. E: somersetchurchestrust@gmail.com
Membership Secretary:
Jim Allwood, 25 Church Close, Martock TA12 6DS
T: 01935 825949. E: jim.allwood2013@gmail.com
Treasurer: Tony Davies, 52 Purlewent Drive, Weston, Bath BA1 4AZ.

T: 01225 336124. E: tony@anthonydavies.demon.co.uk

Grants Secretary: Anthony Sutcliffe, Corner Well House, Barton Road, Butleigh BA6 8TL
T: 01458 851324. M: 07785 225565. E: anthony.sutcliffe@btinternet.com
E: for grants: grants@somersetchurchestrust.org
Fundraising: William Newsom, Corton Ridge, Weston Bampfylde BA22 7HT.
T: 01963 441533. E: william@williamnewsom.co.uk

Publications: Mrs. Rowena Wallace, St. Cleers Cottage, Sutton Road, Somerton TA11 6QP.
T: 01458 272844. E: rowena@directoffset.co.uk

Membership Recruitment and Area Representatives:
Philip Skelhorn, Cider Cottage, Church Hill, Sutton Montis BA22 7HE.
T: 01963 220586. E: pjskelhorn@gmail.com
We are looking for people to liaise with groups of churches. If you, or someone you
know might like to help the Trust in this way, please contact Philip Skelhorn or

Email us at: somersetchurchestrust@gmail.com

Somerset Churches Trust needs YOU to publicise Ride+Stride in your area

To find out more, with no obligation, please contact
Michael Auton, Ride+Stride Co-ordinator, 41 Millards Hill, Midsomer Norton
BA3 2BN Tel 07862 253514 www.michaelautonconsultancy.co.uk

printed by Direct Offset, 27c High Street, Glastonbury BA6 9DR. T: 01458 831417. E: printing @directoffset.co.uk



