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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2018 
I am delighted to begin my first Annual Report as Chairman by 
sta�ng that Somerset Churches Trust is alive and well and working 
in the historic county of Somerset!

The Trust is in good heart, having been ably led by my immediate 
predecessor, David Sisson, who has done so much to guide and 
direct our endeavours during the previous six years. In par�cular, 
may I pay tribute to his drive and commitment together with that 
of William Newsom and Philip Skelhorn to reinforce the body of 
Trustees, who are able, commi�ed and experienced. As I am fond 
of saying, we have all the knowledge and skills to run a plc! And 

they are fun to work with. So, I am most grateful to them for pu�ng all this in place.
There have, nevertheless, been some changes. Being a Trustee is not a life sentence, 

and from �me to �me colleagues understandably decide that they have ‘done their bit’ 
and it is �me to move on to other adventures. In this regard we sadly said goodbye to 
Charles Cain and Father Peter Clarke. We are most grateful to them for their help and 
wise advice and wish them well. Peter has had a most interes�ng calling as firstly an 
Anglican, then Roman Catholic Priest and has more than deserved his re�rement. 

Last year, we reported the sad death of one of our founders and founding Chairman, 
Hugh Playfair. This year, the Trustees decided to invite two of our other founders, Jane 
Venner-Pack and Jennifer Beazley, to become Vice-Presidents in recogni�on of their 
tremendous work for the Trust over many years, and I am delighted to say they have 
both accepted; I offer them my hearty congratula�ons. Finally, on the lines of ‘you can 
check-out but never leave’, I am delighted to announce that David Sisson has agreed 
to be Deputy Chairman to ensure that our good governance requirements are met. 
Naturally, I am very thankful to him.

I started by confirming that the Trust is in good heart and this is true. As a member-
ship organisa�on dedicated to keeping Somerset’s churches and chapels alive, we 
have developed a fine programme of church visits (crawls) which have been very well 
a�ended; we have an annual talk by a dis�nguished speaker; we are ac�ve in the county 
in promo�ng issues of importance to churches and chapels, for example, our Lead The� 
Roof Alarm campaign, backed by funding from Allchurches Trust which we proac�vely 
sourced; and fundraising by way of Ride+Stride, enabling us to support churches and 
chapels in their endeavours to remain open and alive.

However, there are some challenges! Firstly, in common with other funding bodies 
generally, some grant-giving organisa�ons are redefining their priori�es, making the 
‘pump priming’ grants from Somerset Churches Trust so very important. It also affects 
a source of our own funding. As a Trust, we are conscious of this and are looking at 
other funding models but what is important to us is a steady stream of new members. 
Membership is the life-blood of the trust and I would encourage everyone to try to get 
more people on board – let’s give the Membership Secretary some more work to do!

And, speaking of the Membership Secretary, I would like to pay tribute to the sterling 
endeavours of Jim Allwood in this rôle, at the same �me as being Trust Secretary. Other 
‘unsung heroes’ are Chris Hawkings, who chairs the Management Commi�ee which 
handles so much background work, ensuring the Trust operates ‘like clockwork’ (or 
whatever is the modern expression!). Chris also sourced the funding from Allchurches 
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Trust for our Roof Alarm campaign. Tony Davies, as Treasurer, is so much more than a 
‘financial scorer’! Anthony Sutcliffe has taken on the baton of Grants Secretary (and 
would dearly love more applica�ons) and both he and I would like to thank our team of 
grants assessors for all their hard work. It really is greatly appreciated. 

I really wish to pay tribute to Maxine Irving, who has finally resigned from being 
publicity officer, for all the help and guidance she gave with our Roof Alarm campaign, 
enabling my appearances on BBC Points West, BBC Somerset, BBC Bristol and local press 
– we would love to give more £1,000 grants away for alarms!

Ride+Stride, our main fund-raising ac�vity, has been well led for the last year by 
William Newsom, Tony Davies and Philip Skelhorn, who this year have brought in 
Michael Auton to promote and organise the event, just serving to emphasise all the 
work which Chris Hawkings did, single-handedly, over many years. 

Church Crawls are well a�ended, fascina�ng events, giving members an opportunity 
to learn more about our terrific heritage in Somerset. The programme has been put 
together by the Management Commi�ee, but it would be encouraging if one of our 
members felt able to take this on – could this be you?

Finally, this Annual Report and Accounts is wonderfully produced by Rowena 
Wallace, and would not have been possible without the involvement of our friends, 
adver�sers and contributors. We are most grateful to them, and especially to Ellis & Co. 
for so generously sponsoring its postage.

Somerset Churches Trust is alive and well and, in the words of our founder Hugh 
Playfair, endeavouring to keep Somerset’s churches and chapels open ‘for worship, 
pilgrimage, visitors and community’. 

 Dr. Axel Palmer, Chairman

TREASURER’S REPORT
During the 12 months ended 30 June 2018, our income was £75,702 (compared with 
£33,440 in 2016–7, but including £30,000 from Allchurches Trust). General expendi-
ture was £3,987 (£3,109 in 2016–7) and grant payments made amounted to £42,400 
(£53,100 in 2016–7). There were no excep�onal expenses (£6,305 in 2016–7 correc�ng 
an HMRC error). 
Grants approved but not paid at 30 June 2018 amounted to £11,000 (£35,100 in 2017). 
The Trust’s total funds, a�er deduc�ng grants approved but not yet paid, amounted to 
£110,217 (£55,389 in 2017).

Highlights of the year to 30 June 2018 
• The Ride+Stride event in September 2017 (with its tax relief) raised a net £15,089, a 

substan�al rise from £9,243 in 2016.
• Our income from other dona�ons was almost £3,000 higher than in 2016–7 at 

£8,087.
• Membership subscrip�ons (with tax relief) were almost £2,000 higher than in the 

previous year, at £19,035.
• As reported elsewhere in this review, the Trust was given £30,000 by Allchurches 

Trust to award on grants for roof alarms.
The surplus of income over expenditure for the year, before grants paid and excluding 
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the Allchurches amount, amounted to £41,715 compared with £24,026 the previous 
year.

Ride+Stride Consultancy
In June 2018, a specialist consultancy was engaged to boost revenue from Ride+Stride. 
The consultancy fees in 2017–18 were covered by a dona�on from an anonymous bene-
factor.

Total of grants awarded during the year (excl. roof alarm grants)
Grants paid during the year amounted to £42,400 (£53,100 in 2016–17). The reduc�on 
reflected the comple�on in 2016–17 of the Trust’s previous decision to run down its 
accumulated resources by awarding a higher amount of grants. 

During the year, 8 grants for £20,800 and 7 roof alarm grants of £1,000 each were 
awarded (15 for £36,500 in 2016–17). The lower figure was due to the number and 
amount of eligible applica�ons, and an increased use of the facility (sadly in its final 
year) to pass certain applica�ons on to the Na�onal Churches Trust.

2015–16 2016–17 2017–18
Total of grants awarded during the year £57,700 £36,500 £20,800
Total of grants paid during the year £31,300 £53,100 £42,400
Grants awarded but not yet paid £55,700 £35,100 £11,000
Number of grants awarded 18 15 8
Average amount of grant awarded £3,260 £2,433 £2,600

No trustee received any remunera�on or other benefits during the current (or 
previous) year. During the year we paid £107 to cover travel expenses incurred by the 
Management Commi�ee outside the county, and by the Ride+Stride Co-ordinator.

Balance Sheet
Net funds rose substan�ally during the year, from £55,389 to £110,217. The Trust’s 
funds are analysed below:

30 June 
2017

30 June 
2018

Unrestricted funds (where there are no limita�ons on 
how the money can be spent) £52,688 £65,105

Designated funds (can be spent only on the designated 
purpose) £10,000 £26,000

Endowment fund (a fund that we cannot spend, but 
whose income can be spent on grants to churches in the 
Axbridge Deanery)

£27,801 £30,112

Total funds £90,489 £121,217
Grants approved but not paid (£35,100) £11,000
Net funds at 30 June £55,389 £110,217

Full Trustees’ Report and Accounts 
A copy of the Trustees Report and Accounts will be found on the website www.somer-
setchurchestrust.org or can be requested from the Treasurer.

Tony Davies, Treasurer
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RECENT GRANT AWARDS
During the financial year, a total of £20,800 was awarded to 8 churches, with a further 
£13,500 of grants applied for under the Partnership Grant Programme we have with 
Na�onal Churches Trust. Whilst the number of grant awards and their total value has 
reduced from last year, we are pleased to note that we have s�ll been able to provide 
much needed support to many churches for major, and some�mes urgent, repairs and 
also to many churches engaging on projects for the provision of facili�es to encourage 
wider community use. 

Place Name Dedica�on Offer 
Amount

Date of 
Grant

Decision

Type 
of 

Work
Aller St Andrew £3,000 17 Jul 2017 R
Weston-in-Gordano St Peter & St Paul £1,000 17 Jul 2017 CF
Burne� St Michael £3,000 17 Jul 2017 CF
Stringston St Mary £1,800 24 Oct 2017 R
Ubley St Bartholomew £3,000 24 Oct 2017 CF
Dundry St Michael the Archangel £3,000 30 Jan 2018 CF
Brompton Regis The Blessed Virgin Mary £3,000 30 Jan 2018 R
Badgworth St Congars £3,000 14 Apr 2018 R

National Churches Trust grants sponsored by Somerset Churches Trust
Merrio� All Saints £5,000 17 Jul 2017 R
Williton St Peter £2,500 17 Jul 2017 R
Charlton Mackrell St Mary the Virgin £5,000 30 Jan 2018 R
Leigh on Mendip St Giles £1,000 14 Apr 2018 CF

R = Repair CF = Community Facili�es
Anthony Sutcliffe, Grants Secretary

CONNECTIONS WITH THE NATIONAL CHURCHES TRUST
We have been able again to access addi�onal money during 2018, thanks to the gener-
osity of the NCT. Four applica�ons to our Trust were forwarded to the NCT, as part of the 
‘County Partnership Scheme’, and all but one were offered the amount we requested.

However, that ‘partnership’ has now come to an end and from 2019 the NCT are to 
try a new strategy. In place of the individual ‘repairs grants’ and ‘community facili�es 
grants’ on offer before, they are proposing a 3-system programme, to cover ‘urgent 
repairs and community facili�es’, ‘development works as part of large scale projects’ 
and ‘general maintenance items’.

It is not clear yet where the county trusts will fit into the new strategy – we hope to 
hear before the end of the year – but it is probable that, in some way, we will be able 
to help our own churches apply for addi�onal money from the first two ‘classes’. Please 
con�nue to check on our Trust’s website for updates and informa�on.

Angela Dudley, Trustee
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ROOF ALARM GRANTS (ask and it shall be given unto you!)
As we highlighted in our last Annual Report, the trust has been awarded £30,000 from 
Allchurches Trust to enable us to give grants of up to £1,000 to churches to help towards 
the installa�on of roof alarms, providing protec�on against the� of lead. Whilst appli-
ca�ons for these grants have not been as numerous as we had an�cipated, by the end 
of the financial year we had made 5 grants of £1,000 each, with a further 2 grants 
approved but not yet drawn down. 

It is regre�able to have to report that there have been an increasing number of 
incidents of lead the� throughout the whole country this year. The cost of lead replace-
ment itself can be significant but in many cases this can be far exceeded by the cost of 
consequen�al damage repairs to the roof and interior, and without an alarm these costs 
have only limited cover by insurers. By installing a roof alarm, in most cases churches 
will benefit from the li�ing of restric�ons on insurance cover for these losses and in 
some cases will get reduced insurance premiums as well. 

We have put in place a very rapid and easy applica�on process for these grants 
and urge all those without a roof alarm to give serious considera�on to installing one. 
An applica�on form is available on our website under the Grants sec�on for scanning 
and submission either by e-mail to somersetchurchestrust@gmail.com or by mail to the 
Grants Secretary, Anthony Sutcliffe, Corner Well House, Barton Road, Butleigh BA6 8TL. 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
At the �me of wri�ng, the Trust has 246 church members, 125 family members, 236 
individual members and six corporate members, making a total of 613. This is 26 more 
than at this �me last year – an encouraging sign. 

I must stress again that a number of members are s�ll paying out-of-date rates 
of membership. These were revised in July 2012 to be: individual membership £20, 
family membership £30, churches £30 or £60 depending on size of congrega�on, and 
corporate membership £100. If all those members increased their payments to the 
current minimum, it would produce a lot of extra money to be distributed as grants.

To save administra�on costs, we prefer to contact members by email – usually to 
provide informa�on about the monthly church crawls and other mee�ngs. At present, 
we only have 155 emails for the 361 individual and family members, be�er than last year, 
but it would be hugely helpful if members could keep me up to date with full contact 
details including emails and telephone numbers. In line with the new General Data 
Protec�on Regula�on (GDPR), this is only used for providing members with informa�on 
about the Trust’s ac�vi�es; data is never passed on to third par�es. Many thanks.

Jim Allwood, Membership Secretary. Email: jim.allwood2013@gmail.com

RIDE+STRIDE REPORT 
In June, I was very pleased to be given the 
responsibility of Ride+Stride Coordinator 
for Somerset Churches Trust, taking over 
from Chris Hawkings. This event has contributed so much income for the charity over 
the last 20 plus years, and I would like to thank Chris for all the hard work and energy he 
has given to it over the years and the support he gave me in se�ling into the new rôle.
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Somerset is a beau�ful county with plenty of lovely countryside and many churches 
and chapels to visit. 153 of these churches opened their doors on September 8th (and 
15th). This is over 30% up on 2017. Thank you to the church staff and volunteers who 
gave up their �me to welcome our supporters with smiles, tea and cake.

Our deepest thanks go to Bishop Peter, Bishop of Bath and Wells, and Bishop Ruth, 
Bishop of Taunton, for signing our Ride+Stride le�er sent out to all the 569 churches in 
the Diocese of Bath and Wells. Bishop Peter put his own best foot forward and visited 
churches around the parish of Stanton Drew with his wife Jane and some friends.

Many of last year’s par�cipants took to the road again and walked or cycled to support 
Somerset Churches Trust. Thanks to all of them for their support.

As new Co-ordinator for this special event, I thought it was important to lead from 
the front, so I organized my own ride around the 11 churches of Somer Valley, visi�ng 
Radstock, Midsomer Norton, Peasedown St John, Wellow, Camerton, Paulton, High 
Li�leton and Farrington. I had not cycled for a few years, so it was a challenge to get fit 
enough to tackle some of the hills in the area.

I set off at 9am with my brother-
in-law Ferdo Dizdarevic and Paul 
Woodward, Somer Valley Foodbank Co-
ordinator, from St Nicholas Church in 
Radstock (right).

We travelled along the cycle path 
through Shoscombe to St Julian’s C of 
E Church in Wellow, and thence into 
Peasedown St John to visit both the 
Methodist Church and St John’s Church, 
where we were warmly welcomed with 
coffee and fresh cakes. From there, We 
moved on to the lovely St Peter’s Church 
in Camerton. A�er a short history of the 
church (and more cake), we tackled the 
hilly back roads into Paulton to stop at 
Holy Trinity Church, before heading off 
to join the bell ringers of Holy Trinity in 
High Li�leton. The last stage of the ride 
took us to St John’s Church in Farrington 
Gurney, before finishing in Midsomer 
Norton, calling at the Methodist Church, Holy Ghost Catholic Church and finally St John’s 
Church (and more cake!!!). The whole route was just over 21 miles.

It was a very enjoyable experience which gave me the opportunity to ride through 
some beau�ful countryside and visit churches which play such an important role in their 
communi�es. We raised just over to £500 which was split between Somerset Churches 
Trust and the Somer Valley Food Bank, who play such an important rôle in suppor�ng 
families struggling to make ends meet in this �me of austerity. Thank you to everyone 
who sponsored us and the volunteers who opened their churches to welcome us with 
refreshments and cake. I am already thinking about what route I can take in 2019.

Michael Auton, Ride+Stride Co-ordinator
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RIDE+STRIDE FOR LIMINGTON CHURCH – what a star!
For many years we have had a representa�ve 
or two taking part. This year our usual par�ci-
pant, Mark, injured his wrist and was unable 
to take part. I felt that this was a real shame as 
not only did it mean that it would be a break 
in Limington being represented, it also meant 
that we could not support Somerset Churches 
Trust who have recently helped us with a 
generous grant for our roof.

My grandson, Alasdair Green (Ally), only 
four years old, was willing to use his balance 
bike to cover the distance, just over a mile, 
from the church of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Limington to St Mary Major Church, Ilchester. I 
accompanied him on foot and we had a lovely 
journey stopping to look at all the animals on 
the way!

This was all arranged rather last-minute but 
I was touched by the generosity of the people 
who heard of his adventure and he gained 
sponsorship of £170. I’m sure that Mark will be 
back next year but I also think that Ally will want to do it again next year and maybe 
include some other churches too.

Sarah Coleman

NEW ROOF – JUST IN TIME FOR THE AUTUMN RAINS
The village of Limington celebrated the comple�on of work to fix the roof where the 
rain got in, and just in �me for the autumn rains a�er the long summer of 2018. With 
the assistance of Viridor Credits, Somerset Churches Trust and the local Friends of St 
Mary’s, over £20,000 was raised to keep the interna�onally important church open for 
community use and public worship. A ‘Cider and Sausage sizzler’, recital and cream tea 
started the celebra�ons. On Sunday 7th October at 6.30pm the community gathered at 
the Harvest Thanksgiving to say thank you to everyone involved. 

St Mary’s is the only parish church in which Thomas Wolsey is known to have worked 
before he became King Henry VIII’s right hand man and Cardinal of Cecilia; records talk 
of him being put into the stocks locally for ‘drunken and lewd behaviour’. Whilst the 
cider and wine have flowed in celebra�on the present Rector managed to stay clear of 
any stocks. 

We are very grateful for the help given by Viridor Credits, Somerset Churches 
Trust, and the Friends of St Mary’s, which, along with local fundraising by the church 
community, has enabled us to keep our Grade I listed church open for use. 

Resident John Langdon says: ‘We had been looking to fix the roof for nearly 10 years 
and it was causing worry every �me the wind and rain came. But now we are snug and 
dry and the coming winter can do its worst.’

Revd Bruce Faulkner

Ally at Ilchester, rightly pleased with his effort!
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VISITING CHURCHES
Since January 2017, I have been on a mission to visit every church in Somerset. This is no 
mean task as there are just short of 600 Anglican churches in the county. So far, I have 
visited 236 ac�ve Anglican churches and 24 churches of other denomina�ons together 
with 8 churches in the care of Churches Conserva�on Trust. Why am I doing it? Essen-
�ally I am doing it for fun. In these ma�ers I am an amateur, so you may not agree with 
some of my views! However, I hope my visits will make me a be�er informed trustee of 
Somerset Churches Trust.

I have visited some truly amazing places. Obviously, I rave over churches like those at 
Somerton and Martock with their splendid 400+ year old roofs and much else. However, 
in this ar�cle I will touch upon some less obvious rari�es, for example, at East Coker 
where I found an early 14th century effigy res�ng beneath the altar – you could not get 
closer to God than that! 

Stained glass provides much excitement. At Stoke sub Hamdon, the stained glass in 
the east window shows images of local ac�vi�es, which include glove making, the stone 
industry and work in the home. On the day I visited, there was a tractor working in the 
vineyard next door. Agricultural scenes o�en appear in stained glass, and at Charlton 
Musgrove there is a tractor, whilst I found a combine harvester depicted elsewhere. 
At Compton Dundon, there is fine 19th century stained glass that includes the face of 
the then vicar complete with Victorian whiskers and a halo – I suppose that is a form of 
immortality. Compton Dundon also has a yew tree in the churchyard that is reportedly 
1,500 years old. At Freshford church I was fascinated to see a stained glass angel playing 
a hand organ complete with a row of pipes coming out of a rectangular box with the 
angel opera�ng a hand bellows on one side and playing a keyboard on the other. 

When I set out on this mission I thought fonts were more or less all the same and 
therefore were ‘boring’. How wrong I was! O�en fonts are the oldest feature of a church 
da�ng from Saxon or Norman �mes. They come in all different shapes, sizes and styles. 
At Norton sub Hamdon the font is made of red and white alabaster and the base is 
decorated with carved fish; Pevsner describes it as amongst the finest Arts and Cra�s 
work in the country. At Isle Abbots the reference book I was following (not Pevsner) 
suggested that the font used to be the other way up as the dragon carved on one side 
was upside down. Wrong! The dragon was on its back having been slain by St George. 
Some churches have two fonts, for example at Aller where the second one was dug up in 
someone’s garden. The really old fonts usually have evidence (in the form of repairs on 
opposite sides of the rim) of a locked and hinged cover da�ng from the �mes when the 
supers��on was that the holy water needed to be protected from witches.

I have seen some beau�ful wood carving, in par�cular bench ends and rood screens. 
However, one of my favourites is the church at Catco�, a �ny church with fascina�ng 
frescos on the walls and very old bench ends heavily eaten away by woodworm. At 
Ne�lecombe I met an expert on bats leading a tutorial of students from the neigh-
bouring college, from whom I learned that bats are a good thing in churches as they eat 
the grub of the death watch beetle. 

I can tell immediately a well-loved church from the smell of furniture polish. Likewise, 
well-polished brass and well dusted church furniture are further good signs.

Every church is different and every church has something special about it, so my 
mission is full of joy. I have seen squints and squinches, mass dials, galleries, royal hatch-
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ments, rood screens, fine organs, green men, signs indica�ng Thankful Villages, new 
serveries and loos (the la�er some�mes ‘twinned’ with latrines in West Africa complete 
with photo), many memorials to famous people and so much more. No ar�cle on the 
churches of Somerset is complete without saying that it has one of the finest collec�ons 
of towers of any county in England. 

My main reference books are the two updated volumes of Pevsner, and it is fun 
finding churches that are not in there, for example at Ham (near Combe St Nicholas) 
and at Langley Marsh (a much loved ‘�n tabernacle’ near Wiveliscombe).

I photograph every church and at the present rate could finish with over 20,000 
photographs. Any sugges�ons as to what I then do with them would be welcome. The 
late Hugh Playfair, whose memory I honour, suggested an online gaze�eer.

William Newsom

HUGH PLAYFAIR, O.B.E.: A TRIBUTE
The following is an abridged version of a longer tribute to 
Hugh made by the Ven. John Reed, re�red Archdeacon of 
Taunton and former Trustee of Somerset Churches Trust, at 
Hugh’s memorial service in January 2018. The full text can be 
supplied by Rowena Wallace, see back page.
Hugh and Bridget very kindly gave me a copy of Hugh’s 
memoires to help with this tribute. They were, he said, a few 
jo�ngs. Well, perhaps for him 28 pages and 16,000 words are 
jo�ngs, but for me they presented a real challenge, being full 
of wonderful stories and anecdotes.

The first thing that is truly remarkable about Hugh’s memoires is this: within those 
28 pages you will find just four exclama�on marks, and three of those are when he is 
quo�ng others. This says a lot about Hugh. He didn’t need exclama�on marks. Unlike 
many, or most of us, Hugh could be as understated as he was because his manner, 
conversa�on, faith, goodness and ability spoke for themselves and needed no further 
promo�on. Hugh was genuinely humble and this gi� of humility grew from his deep 
faith in God and his deep apprecia�on and gra�tude for the many blessings of his life.

Whilst a schoolboy at Oundle the English teacher set the class an essay en�tled, ‘My 
ambi�on’. Hugh writes: “He was not impressed by my desire to have a happy family life.” 
Well, Hugh’s early ambi�on was fulfilled when he met and married Bridget in 1970. As 
he wrote, “It had been quite obvious that my adventure to Australia had been meant 
for a purpose. The Almighty had blessed me.” Then followed the blessings of children 
– Patrick, Edward and Elizabeth. Here, in his family, lay Hugh’s great joy; and today we 
con�nue to hold you and all the family in our love and prayer.

Hugh was born in St Andrews in 1935 into a happy and loving family. Patrick was his 
older brother of whom he speaks so fondly even though, being six years apart, they 
were never at the same school together. Hugh’s first eight years were in Coldstream 
where his father and mother, Jack and Marjorie, ran a market garden.

In 1943 the family moved to Elie, on the north coast of the Firth of Forth, and in 
1944 Hugh started as a boarder at Corchester prep school, where “the terms seemed 
endless.” But at Oundle School he relished the academic work, sport and Combined 
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Cadet Force and threw himself into everything, ending up a Head of House and School 
Prefect. Holidays were spent with a golf club in hand which led to winning the Royal and 
Ancient’s Jubilee Vase in 1954 with a handicap of 8. He had become a member of the 
Royal and Ancient at the age of 18, following some 40 members of the Playfair family.

Hugh’s father was adamant that he should con�nue his academic career before 
doing his Na�onal Service, and so Hugh enjoyed three years at King’s, Cambridge, with 
rugby, rowing, golf and music, and some work on his chosen subject, history. In 1957 
he reported to the Barracks in Berwick to join the King’s Own Sco�sh Borderers, was 
selected for a commission, and at his request, was posted to Somaliland. It was a bleak 
environment and could be quite lonely; but he had the highest regard for the na�ve 
Askari soldiers he commanded. On comple�on of his service, and a year at Oxford, Hugh 
was ready for his career as a teacher and spent 8 years at Marlborough College. Here he 
began his very significant service as an officer in the Combined Cadet Force for which he 
received an O.B.E. thirty years later (‘Others Best Efforts’). 

In 1968 Hugh asked for a 2-year leave from Marlborough to teach in Australia, which 
turned into 5 years at Cranbrook School in Sydney. Here his early ambi�on began to be 
realized when he met Bridget, and they married in August 1970. In 1974 they decided 
to move to the U.K. which Hugh described as hugely generous of Bridget to do, leaving 
her life and family to arrive in a very bleak Scotland during Edward Heath’s three-day 
working week. But by September 1974 Hugh had started his �me at Canford School in 
Dorset where he remained for 19 years, un�l re�rement in 1993.

Hugh’s Chris�an faith simply grew from childhood, and in 1987 he expressed ”an 
interest in doing something to propagate the Gospel.” A�er submi�ng 3 essays in a 
training described as remarkably sketchy, Hugh was admi�ed and licensed as a Reader 
in the C. of E. For the next 30 years he ministered and preached with his characteris�c 
devo�on, clarity and love wholly consistent with his God-given integrity and humility.

Hugh was determined to be useful and he wanted to serve the church, accep�ng 
the post of Chairman of the D.A.C. – the Diocesan Advisory Commi�ee for the Care 
of Churches. He had had a life-long interest in church architecture, and this interest, 
combined with his deep understanding of Chris�an worship and mission, made the post 
of D.A.C. Chairman ideal for him and for us. His feel for the worship of God’s people 
and our shared call to serve Him in mission made Hugh an ideal chair; this, along with 
his sharp intellect, his feel for the issues at the heart of whatever ma�er was being 
discussed, and his concern for people, made him hugely effec�ve.

I sat through 12 years of Hugh’s 17 as chairman, and I loved it. To observe the Master 
deal with sulky objectors and over-enthusias�c proposers, with those who couldn’t shut 
up and those who needed a voice – with all of them he dealt with charity, graciousness 
and, when needed, a very fierce silent caning. The recipient would possibly only realise 
that half way to home.

In 1995 Hugh and three others set up The Friends of Somerset Churches and Chapels, 
now the Somerset Churches Trust, which he chaired for 10 years. I marvelled at how this 
quietly spoken and calm man, who seemed to glide around and never rush, managed 
to get things and people mo�vated and moving so well. It was a gi� indeed. It was 
damned-near impossible to say no to him.

He got things going and stuck with them. His publica�on Keeping Somerset Churches 
Alive was and is an inspira�on for clergy and PCC members who want to develop their 
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church buildings to be – as Hugh put it – “more invi� ng and welcoming for worshippers 
and pilgrims, more interes� ng and fulfi lling for visitors and tourists and more relevant 
and useful for all members of the communi� es they are there to serve.” During Hugh’s 
chairmanship there was a sea-change in the outlook and eff ec� veness of the D.A.C.

Wells Cathedral Fabric Commi� ee and Council, and the St Andrew’s Conserva� on 
Trust have also benefi � ed from Hugh’s vast knowledge of churches and their raison 
d’être. And his publica� on of Jewels of Somerset – stained glass since 1830, is in itself a 
jewel of celebra� on and signifi cance.

The signifi cance for Hugh of St Andrews, Fife and golf can’t be underes� mated, and 
he took great interest in the Playfair family history. On walking round the town it became 
abundantly clear that if you cut out all the Playfairs from its history St Andrews would 
have very li� le le� .

I hope and pray that what I have off ered is a fi �  ng tribute. I have tried hard to avoid 
exaggera� on and understatement. But it is not an exaggera� on to say that Hugh was 
an excep� onal man whose faith, love and service speak for themselves. All of us feel 
blessed by having known him in our diff erent ways and � mes.

The last word must be our thanks to God that Hugh fulfi lled his schoolboy ambi� on 
to have a happy family life. He found it with Bridget, and I know Hugh would want me 
to say, as he said many � mes to me, that the love and companionship they shared was 
the greatest gi�  to his life. We thank God for that and we thank God for a life greatly 
blessed and well lived.

 
John Reed, 19th January 2018

(Hugh was the proud recipient of Maundy Money in 2016, the year of the Queen’s 90th 
birthday, and it took place in the chapel at Windsor Castle with the recep� on in the 
castle a� erwards.)

 
Bridget Playfair

AN EASY WAY TO RAISE FUNDS FOR SCT
easyfundraising.org.uk is a great way to raise money for Somerset 
Churches Trust – just by shopping online. Suppose you want to buy a 
pair of shoes from John Lewis, go to easyfundraising.org.uk instead of going straight to 
their website. Under ‘Search for a good cause’ type in ‘Somerset Churches Trust’ and 
follow the instruc� ons. Click through to John Lewis to make your purchase. This tells 
them that you came from easyfundraising. The price of the shoes is exactly the same. 

A� er you buy your shoes, John Lewis will give you a cash reward that is immediately 
turned into a dona� on for the Trust and paid directly into our Just Giving account. There 
is also an easyfundraising Dona� on Reminder. Just click the reminder when you shop to 
receive any eligible dona� ons. You’ll never forget a free dona� on again! 

Please join and do all your online shopping through this remarkable site.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Many thanks to: our adver� sers for their kind support, and especially to Ellis & Co., 
who have again very generously covered the postage costs of this Report; Roger and 
Dorothy Bark, for supplying most of the photographs; contributors of ar� cles; and 
everyone who arranged our programme of visits, last year and for 2019 (see separate 
Events leafl et, enclosed). If you have any interes� ng ar� cles for next year’s Report, or ideas 
for visits in 2020, please email: rowena@directoff set.co.uk or phone 01458 272844
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Have you considered leaving a legacy to Somerset Churches Trust?

Please leave a gift in your Will to Somerset Churches Trust

WHY SHOULD I LEAVE A GIFT TO THE TRUST IN MY WILL?
You would be helping to ensure that the good work of Somerset Churches Trust to keep 
Churches open and alive for the community can be con�nued for the benefit of future 
genera�ons. Your legacy, however large or small, will make a tangible difference to the 
Trust’s ambi�ons for the future to help Churches in Somerset.

HOW WOULD THE MONEY I LEAVE TO SCT BE USED?
Unless you specify otherwise in your Will, the Trust would invest any legacy money so as 
to provide an income to support its future work. SCT seeks to build up an endowment 
that would be managed by independent financial advisers. If however, you would want 
your bequest to be deployed in some other way, such as for making immediate grants 
to Churches, you should specify this in your Will.

HOW DO I LEAVE A GIFT TO THE TRUST IN MY WILL?
It is very straigh�orward; it is done either when upda�ng your Will, or at any other �me 
via a simple codicil, the wording for which SCT can provide.

WHAT TYPE OF LEGACY SHOULD I LEAVE?
You have the choice in your Will either of leaving a specific sum of money or of leaving 
a percentage of the residue of your estate a�er specific bequests and costs have been 
met. In the context of the tax advantages referred to below, you may prefer the la�er.

DON’T FORGET, THERE ARE TAX ADVANTAGES TOO 
Subject to advice from your Independent Financial Adviser, the level of Inheritance Tax 
payable reduces from a marginal rate of 40% to 36% when you leave 10% or more 
of your net estate to a registered charity. That means that the net cost to your other 
beneficiaries from leaving 10% of your estate to charity is effec�vely zero. 
If you decide to leave SCT a legacy, we would love to hear about it (in confidence).
Your decision is private and confiden�al. However, for the purpose of our confiden�al 
records, it would be very helpful to receive a brief note of any bequest to SCT. To do so, 
please use the contact details below. 

WHO DO I CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION? 
For further informa�on on how to include SCT in your inheritance planning, please 
contact William Newsom on 01963 441533 or by email to somersetchurchestrust@
gmail.com. He will be very happy to provide dra� wording and talk you through the 
simple process. 

None of the above cons�tutes legal, taxa�on or other professional advice by the Trust.  
On all such ma�ers you should seek your own independent professional advice.
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March 17th: Cheddar

St. Andrew: far le�: from the north;  
le�: mediaeval stained glass;  
above: mediaeval pew end 

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Methodist Church

Bap�st Church

April 14th: 
Charterhouse-

on-Mendip: 
Annual Meeting, 

talk and tour
right: Charterhouse-

on-Mendip, St. Hugh: 
preparing for the Annual 

Mee�ng

Wayford, St. Michael

Winsham, St. Stephen: Fox’s Book of Martyrs; tympanum of the Crucifixion

May 19th: South Somerset

Cricket St. Thomas, St. Thomas: 
right: monument to Alexander 
Nelson Hood 1814–1904, 1st 
Viscount Bridport and Duke 
of Bronté, great-nephew of 

Admiral Hora�o Nelson.

A LOOK BACK TO LAST YEAR’S VISITS
Many thanks to all who organised our programme of talks and church crawls in 2018. If 
you have sugges�ons for 2020, please email rowena@directoffset.co.uk .
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le� and above: Bi�on, St. Mary

above and below: Weston, All Saints

Langridge, St. Mary Magdalene

June 16th: Churches near Bath, with organ recitals

Badgworth, St. Congar, exterior and Jacobean pulpit

Bleadon, Ss Peter & Paul: 
interior and 14thC statue 
of the Virgin and child in 

the porch

Compton Bishop, St. 
Andrew, consecrated by 
Bishop Jocelin in 1236;

right: 14th–15th century 
stone pulpit, ‘one of the 

fines�n Somerset’

July 21st: Mediaeval Churches of the South West Mendips

Christon, St. Mary:
above le�: exterior of the Norman church 
far le�: interior 
le�: carved Romanesque doorway
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August 18th: Mid Somerset

High Ham, St. Andrew: le�: lectern, and 
above: rood screen, c1500

above and below: Chedzoy, St. 
Mary: above: rood screen, 1884–5

above: Westonzoyland, BVM

October 13th: The Victorian Gothic Revival

Lovington, St. Thomas of Canterbury: above right: chancel, and 
engraving of the old church

Horn-
blo�on, 

St. Peter: 
interior, 

and right: 
�led floor 

in the 
chancel

above and right:
Chantry, Holy 

Trinity: 
above: reredos

Below: Wells, St. 
Thomas:  

far right: roof



18 www.somersetchurchestrust.org Annual Report 2018

CHEDBURN
DUDLEY

B U I L D I N G  D E S I G N
C O N S E R V A T I O N
C h a r t e r e d  A r c h i t e c t s
H i s t o r i c  B u i l d i n g  C o n s u l t a n t s

Limpley Mill, Limpley Stoke 

BATH, BA2 7FJ 

Tel: 01225 859999 

Email: chedburn@chedburn.com 

Web: www.chedburn.com

MARSH FARM, BLATCHBRIDGE,
FROME, SOMERSET BA11 5EL

TEL: 01373 462224 
EMAIL: info@westcountrytiling.com

www.westcountrytiling.com














                     
                          

                 

              
                      
                    

At Ecclesiastical we pride ourselves on 
providing honest and specialist insurance for 
those associated with the church, and our home 
insurance is no different. 

Home insurance you can trust

Call free now for a quote 

0800 917 3345 (8am to 6pm weekdays)

www.ecclesiastical.com/homeinsurance

GOLD RIBBON

Home insurance

CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE

A U T U M N  2 0 1 8

The usual underwriting terms and criteria apply. *Minimum premiums apply. 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc (EIO) Reg. No.24869 is registered in 
England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL11JZ, UK 
and is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority
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WHO’S WHO IN SOMERSET CHURCHES TRUST AT 
JANUARY 2019

Registered Charity No:1055840. 
Registered Address: 14 Market Place, Wells BA5 2RE. E: somersetchurchestrust@gmail.com

President: Mrs. Annie Maw, Lord Lieutenant of Somerset
Vice Presidents: Jane Venner-Pack and Jennifer Beazley

Patrons
The Rt. Revd. Dom Aidan Bellenger; Lady Elizabeth Gass ����; The Rt. Revd. Peter 

Hancock, Bishop of Bath & Wells; The Rt. Revd. Declan Ronan Lang, Bishop of Cli�on;  
Kevin McCloud ���; The Rt. Revd. Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton

Trustees
Bob Cro�; Tony Davies; Angela Dudley; Chris Hawkings; 

The Venerable Simon Hill, Archdeacon of Taunton; William Newsom; Dr. Axel Palmer; 
David Sisson (Vice Chairman); Andrew Stebbings; Anthony Sutcliffe

Trust Chairman
Dr. Axel Palmer, Combe Farm, The Combe, Compton Mar�n, BS40 6JD

T: 01761 221020. M: 07540 380300. E: sct@combefarm.co.uk
Members of Management Committee

Management Commi�ee Chairman: Chris Hawkings,
3 Glastonbury Road, Wells BA5 1TW. T: 01749 672327. E: chrishawkings@hotmail.co.uk

Secretary and Membership Secretary: Jim Allwood,  
25 Church Close, Martock TA12 6DS 

T: 01935 825949. M: 07776 243508. E: jim.allwood2013@gmail.com
Treasurer: Tony Davies, 52 Purlewent Drive, Weston, Bath BA1 4AZ.  

T: 01225 336124. E: tony@anthonydavies.demon.co.uk
Grants Secretary: Anthony Sutcliffe, Corner Well House, Barton Road, Butleigh BA6 8TL 

T: 01458 851324. M: 07785 225565. E: anthony.sutcliffe@b�nternet.com 
E: for grants: grants@somersetchurchestrust.org

Fundraising: William Newsom, Corton Ridge, Weston Bampfylde BA22 7HT.  
T: 01963 441533. E: wnewsom@savills.com

Publica�ons: Mrs. Rowena Wallace, St. Cleers Co�age, Su�on Road, Somerton TA11 
6QP. T: 01458 272844. E: rowena@directoffset.co.uk

Area Representa�ves Coordinator: Philip Skelhorn, Cider Co�age, Church Hill, Su�on 
Mon�s BA22 7HE. T: 01963 220586. E: pjskelhorn@gmail.com

We are looking for Representa�ves to liaise with groups of churches. If you, or someone 
you know might like to help the Trust in this way, please contact Philip Skelhorn or

Email us at: somersetchurchestrust@gmail.com

Somerset Churches Trust needs YOU to publicise Ride+Stride in your area
To find out more, with no obliga�on, please contact  

Michael Auton, Ride+Stride Co-ordinator, 41 Millards Hill, Midsomer Norton  
BA3 2BN Tel 07862 253514 www.michaelautonconsultancy.co.uk


